
October 2015 

Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each 

month at 7:15 with the exception of December. 

 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 

3801 E. 26th Street 

Sioux Falls, SD 

There is no religious affiliation. 

 

www.compassionatefriendsofsiouxfalls.com 

 

The Compassionate Friends is a support group 

for those who have experienced the death of a 

child at any age, for any reason. 

Upcoming Meeting: October 6, 2015 

T
h

e C
o
m

p
assio

n
ate F

rien
d

s 

S
io

u
x
 F

alls S
D

 A
rea C

h
ap

ter 

2
8
0
4
 S

o
u
th

 K
in

g
sw

o
o
d
 W

a
y

 

S
io

u
x
 F

alls, S
D

 5
7
1
0
6

 

If yo
u
 a

re n
o
 lo

n
g
er in

terested
 in

 receivin
g
 th

is n
ew

sletter, 

p
lea

se co
n
ta

ct u
s a

t:  

rsto
eck

er5
3

@
g
m

a
il.co

m
 

N
O
N
-
P
R
O
F
I
T
 
O
R
G
.
 

U
S
 
P
O
S
T
A
G
E
 
P
A
I
D
 

S
I
O
U
X
 
F
A
L
L
S
,
 
S
D
 

P
E
R
M
I
T
 
#
7
2
2
5
 

 R
E
T
U
R
N
 
S
E
R
V
I
C
E
 
R
E
Q
U
E
S
T
E
D 

  



 

IM
P

O
R

T
A

N
T

 A
N

N
O

U
N

C
E

M
E

N
T

 

P
lea

se R
ea

d
 

 M
o
st o

f y
o
u
 w

h
o
 h

av
e b

een
 aro

u
n
d
 o

u
r C

o
m

p
assio

n
ate F

rien
d
s g

ro
u
p
 fo

r an
y
 len

g
th

 o
f tim

e k
n
o
w

 

th
at R

u
th

 S
to

eck
er is th

e b
ack

b
o
n
e an

d
 lifeb

lo
o
d
 o

f o
u
r o

rg
an

izatio
n
 an

d
 h

as b
een

 sin
ce sh

e to
o
k
 

o
v
er lead

ersh
ip

 in
 2

0
0
6
.  U

n
fo

rtu
n
ately

 fo
r u

s, R
u
th

 an
d
 h

er h
u
sb

an
d
 are m

o
v
in

g
 to

 th
eir d

ream
 

h
o
m

e in
 n

o
rth

cen
tral S

o
u
th

 D
ak

o
ta w

h
ere th

ey
 can

 also
 b

e n
earer to

 fam
ily

.  W
e are so

 h
ap

p
y
 fo

r 

R
u
th

 to
 h

av
e th

is o
p
p
o
rtu

n
ity

, b
u
t w

e are sad
 to

 lo
se h

er lead
ersh

ip
, v

isio
n
, an

d
 co

m
p
assio

n
. 

 T
h
is leav

es u
s at a p

iv
o
tal p

lace as an
 o

rg
an

izatio
n
.  R

u
th

 h
as d

o
n
e th

e b
u
lk

 o
f th

e w
o
rk

 to
 k

eep
 th

e 

g
ro

u
p
 g

o
in

g
, an

d
 w

e d
o
 n

o
t at th

is tim
e h

av
e so

m
eo

n
e w

h
o
 is ab

le to
 tak

e o
v
er all th

at sh
e d

o
es.  

T
h
o
se o

f u
s w

h
o
 rem

ain
 in

 lead
ersh

ip
 h

o
p
e th

at th
is can

 b
e a p

o
in

t w
h
ere w

e can
 in

crease o
w

n
ersh

ip
 

o
f o

u
r g

ro
u
p
.  In

 fact, in
 o

rd
er fo

r th
e g

ro
u
p
 to

 co
n
tin

u
e to

 ex
ist, it is N

E
C

E
S

S
A

R
Y

 th
at w

e h
av

e 

m
o
re p

eo
p
le step

 fo
rw

ard
 an

d
 co

n
trib

u
te.  W

ith
o
u
t th

is ad
d
itio

n
al h

elp
, w

e are at risk
 o

f n
o
t b

ein
g
 

ab
le to

 co
n
tin

u
e w

h
ich

 is so
m

eth
in

g
 th

at w
e k

n
o
w

 n
o
 o

n
e w

h
o
 h

as b
een

 to
u
ch

ed
 b

y
 th

e w
o
rk

 o
f R

u
th

 

an
d
 th

e C
o
m

p
assio

n
ate F

rien
d
s o

f S
io

u
x
 F

alls w
an

ts to
 see h

ap
p
en

. 

 W
e w

an
t to

 em
p
h
asize th

at ex
p
ressin

g
 w

illin
g
n
ess to

 h
elp

 d
o
es n

o
t m

ean
 th

at y
o
u
 h

a
v
e to

 lead
 m

eet-

in
g
s.  In

 fact, th
is is p

ro
b
ab

ly
 w

h
at w

e n
eed

 th
e least rig

h
t n

o
w

.  W
e n

eed
 p

eo
p
le to

 b
e at m

eetin
g
s 

early
 to

 set u
p
, m

ak
e co

ffee, an
d
 g

reet p
eo

p
le.  W

e n
eed

 p
eo

p
le to

 stay
 late w

ith
 p

eo
p
le w

h
o
 n

eed
 to

 

talk
.  W

e n
eed

 p
eo

p
le w

illin
g
 to

 m
ain

tain
 d

atab
ases, fo

llo
w

-u
p

 w
ith

 n
ew

 m
em

b
ers, an

d
 b

e th
e face 

o
f o

u
r o

rg
an

izatio
n
 to

 th
e co

m
m

u
n
ity

.  B
a
sically

, if y
o
u
 are w

illin
g
 to

 h
elp

, w
e h

av
e a jo

b
 fo

r y
o
u

!  

O
u
r v

isio
n
 is th

e o
ld

 clich
e, "M

an
y
 h

an
d
s m

ak
e lig

h
t w

o
rk

."   

 W
e b

eliev
e th

at w
e are n

eed
ed

 in
 th

e co
m

m
u
n
ity

, an
d
 w

e w
an

t to
 co

n
tin

u
e to

 b
e h

ere to
 co

m
e alo

n
g
-

sid
e g

riev
in

g
 p

eo
p
le w

h
o
 n

eed
 u

s.  P
lease co

n
sid

er co
m

m
itin

g
 to

 th
e g

ro
u
p
 an

d
 to

 th
e p

eo
p
le w

h
o
 

co
n
tin

u
e to

 n
eed

 u
s each

 d
ay

! 

 If y
o
u
 are w

illin
g
 to

 h
elp

, p
lease em

ail m
e at k

ristin
.tcf@

g
m

ail.co
m

.  O
u
r first task

 rig
h
t n

o
w

 is th
e 

D
ecem

b
er C

an
d
lelig

h
tin

g
 serv

ice.  W
e w

ill m
eet o

n
 O

cto
b
er 1

3
 to

 p
lan

 th
is (see th

e an
n
o
u
n
cem

en
t 

later in
 th

e n
ew

sletter fo
r d

etails).  T
h
en

 w
e w

ill p
ro

b
ab

ly
 m

eet after th
e n

ew
 y

ear to
 d

eterm
in

e h
o
w

 

th
e g

ro
u
p
 can

 b
est d

iv
id

e task
s an

d
 co

n
tin

u
e to

 serv
e th

e co
m

m
u
n
ity

.  W
e also

 h
o
p
e to

 h
av

e a g
o
in

g
 

aw
a
y
 p

arty
 early

 in
 2

0
1
6
 to

 th
an

k
 R

u
th

 fo
r all sh

e h
as m

ean
t to

 u
s. 



T
h
e G

ift of L
ove 

P
lease sen

d
 in

 lo
v
e g

ifts b
y
 th

e 5
th

 o
f th

e 

m
o
n

th
  so

 th
a
t th

ey
 m

a
y
 b

e in
c
lu

d
ed

 in
 th

e fo
l-

lo
w

in
g
 m

o
n

th
’s n

ew
sletter. 

Y
o
u
r d

o
n
a
tio

n
 is g

rea
tly

 ap
p
rec

iated
. 

 

In
 M

em
o
ry

 o
f:   

_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_

 

L
o
v
e G

ift A
m

o
u
n
t: _

_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_

 

S
u
b
m

itted
 b

y
:  

_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_

 

A
d
d
ress: 

 
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_

 

S
en

d
 y

o
u
r lo

v
e g

ift to
: 

T
am

i M
eek

er 

4
8
4
2
4
 B

ea
v
er V

alle
y
 R

d
 

V
alle

y
 S

p
rin

g
s, S

D
 5

7
0
6
8
 

 

T
C
F
 
S
i
o
u
x
 
F
a
l
l
s
 
C
h
a
p
t
e
r
 
P
a
g
e
 
3
 

A
s p

art o
f rem

em
b

erin
g
 o

u
r ch

ild
ren

, w
e 

w
ill h

av
e a tab

le set u
p

 fo
r y

o
u
 to

 b
rin

g
 

p
ictu

res an
d

 an
y

th
in

g
 y

o
u
 w

ish
 to

 sh
are 

ab
o

u
t y

o
u
r ch

ild
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e m
o

n
th

 o
f y

o
u
r 

ch
ild

’s b
irth

d
ay

. 

 T
C

F
 L

ead
ers fo

r S
io

u
x

 F
alls: 

R
u
th

 S
to

eck
er  6

0
5

-2
0

1
-1

4
2
6
 

 
rsto

eck
er5

3
@

g
m

ail.co
m

 

P
eg

g
y
 M

astel  6
0

5
-3

5
1
-8

8
2
3
 

 
m

p
astel@

sio
.m

id
co

.n
et 

K
ristin

 S
eru

y
an

g
e 6

0
5

-6
1

0
-9

4
3
2
 

 
k
ristin

.tcf@
g
m

ail.co
m

 

 T
h

e C
o
m

p
a

ssio
n

a
te F

rien
d

s  

N
atio

n
al O

ffice:  8
7

7
-9

6
9
-0

0
1
0
 

w
w

w
.co

m
p

assio
n
atefrien

d
s.o

rg
 

T
h

e C
o
m

p
a

ssio
n

a
te F

rien
d

s C
red

o
 

W
e n

ee
d

 n
o

t w
alk alo

n
e. W

e
 are Th

e C
o

m
p

assio
n

ate Frien
d

s. W
e reach

 o
u

t to
 each

 o
th

e
r w

ith
 lo

ve, w
ith

 u
n

d
erstan

d
in

g, an
d

 

w
ith

 h
o

p
e. Th

e ch
ild

ren
 w

e m
o

u
rn

 h
ave d

ied
 at all ages an

d
 fro

m
 m

an
y d

iff
eren

t cau
ses, b

u
t o

u
r lo

ve fo
r th

em
 u

n
ites u

s. Yo
u

r 

p
ain

 b
eco

m
es m

y p
ain

, ju
st as yo

u
r h

o
p

e b
eco

m
es m

y h
o

p
e. W

e
 co

m
e to

geth
er fro

m
 all w

alks o
f life

, fro
m

 m
an

y d
iff

ere
n

t cir-

cu
m

stan
ces. W

e are a u
n

iq
u

e
 fam

ily b
ecau

se w
e rep

resen
t m

an
y races, cree

d
s, an

d
 re

lati
o

n
sh

ip
s. W

e are yo
u

n
g, an

d
 w

e are o
ld

. 

So
m

e o
f u

s are far alo
n

g in
 o

u
r grief, b

u
t o

th
ers sti

ll fee
l a grief so

 fresh
 an

d
 so

 in
ten

sely p
ain

fu
l th

at th
ey fee

l h
elp

less an
d

 see
 

n
o

 h
o

p
e. So

m
e o

f u
s h

ave fo
u

n
d

 o
u

r faith
 to

 b
e a so

u
rce o

f stren
gth

, w
h

ile so
m

e o
f u

s are stru
gglin

g to
 fi

n
d

 an
sw

ers. So
m

e o
f u

s 

are an
gry, fi

lled
 w

ith
 gu

ilt o
r in

 d
ee

p
 d

e
p

ressio
n

, w
h

ile o
th

ers rad
iate an

 in
n

e
r p

eace. B
u

t w
h

atever p
ain

 w
e b

rin
g to

 th
is g

ath
er-

in
g o

f Th
e C

o
m

p
assio

n
ate Frien

d
s, it is p

ain
 w

e w
ill sh

are, ju
st as w

e sh
are w

ith
 each

 o
th

er o
u

r lo
ve fo

r th
e ch

ild
re

n
 w

h
o

 h
a

ve 

d
ied

. W
e are all see

kin
g an

d
 stru

gglin
g to

 b
u

ild
 a fu

tu
re fo

r o
u

rselves, b
u

t w
e are co

m
m

itt
ed

 to
 b

u
ild

in
g a fu

tu
re to

geth
er.  W

e 

reach
 o

u
t to

 each
 o

th
er in

 lo
ve to

 sh
are th

e p
ain

 as w
ell as th

e jo
y, sh

are th
e an

ger as w
ell as th

e p
e

ace, sh
are th

e faith
 a

s w
ell 

as th
e d

o
u

b
ts, an

d
 h

e
lp

 each
 o

th
er to

 grieve as w
ell as to

 gro
w

. W
e N

ee
d

 N
o

t W
alk A

lo
n

e. W
e A

re Th
e C

o
m

p
assio

n
ate Frien

d
s.  

T
h

e S
ep

tem
b

er m
eetin

g
 w

as atten
d

ed
 b

y
 m

o
re th

an
 2

5
 m

em
b

ers.  W
e 

b
ro

k
e in

to
 th

ree g
ro

u
p
s an

d
 h

ad
 a h

elp
fu

l d
iscu

ssio
n
 o

n
 g

u
ilt.  M

em
-

b
ers sh

ared
 th

eir o
w

n
 g

u
ilt an

d
 a

lso
 h

o
w

 th
ey

 h
a
v
e d

ea
lt w

ith
 it.  W

e 
a
lso

 celeb
ra

ted
 tw

o
 sp

ec
ia

l ch
ild

ren
 w

ith
 b

irth
d
a
y
s in

 th
e m

o
n

th
 o

f 
S

ep
tem

b
er: Z

ev
 L

ea
l an

d
 A

n
d
rew

 N
ester. 



T
C
F
 
S
i
o
u
x
 
F
a
l
l
s
 
C
h
a
p
t
e
r
 
P
a
g
e
 
4
 

 

H
O

N
O

R
A

R
Y

 A
S

S
O

C
IA

T
E

S
 O

F
 C

O
M

P
A

S
S

IO
N

A
T

E
 F

R
IE

N
D

S
 

S
p
o
n
so

rs are co
n
sid

ered
 H

o
n
o
rary

 A
sso

ciates o
f o

u
r o

rg
an

izatio
n
 an

d
 are reco

g
n
ized

 at th
e lev

el o
f th

eir 

d
o
n
atio

n
.  W

e w
o
u
ld

 lik
e to

 o
ffer o

u
r sin

cere an
d
 g

ratefu
l ap

p
reciatio

n
 to

 th
e fo

llo
w

in
g
 su

p
p
o
rters: 

 D
IA

M
O

N
D

 ($
5
0
0
) 

 

F
irst P

rem
ier B

a
n
k

 

  P
L

A
T

IN
U

M
 ($

2
5
0
) 

D
ia

m
o

n
d
 M

o
w

ers, In
c. 

D
E

 &
 T

S
 (Jo

sh
 F

ied
ler) 

S
isso

n
 P

rin
tin

g
 

   

G
O

L
D

 ($
1
5
0
)  

S
o

il T
ec

h
n
o

lo
g

ies, In
c. 

H
eritag

e F
u
n
era

l H
o

m
e
 

M
iller F

u
n
era

l H
o

m
e
 

R
a
in

b
o

w
 D

e
lig

h
t (G

arretso
n
) 

C
ath

o
lic F

a
m

ily
 S

erv
ices 

     

S
IL

V
E

R
 ($

1
0
0
) 

G
eo

rg
e B

o
o

m
 F

u
n
era

l H
o

m
e
 

D
in

d
o

t-K
lu

sm
a
n
 F

u
n
era

l 
H

o
m

e
 

F
a
m

ily
 M

e
m

o
ria

ls b
y
 G

ib
so

n
 

W
e
ila

n
d
 F

u
n
era

l C
h
ap

e
l 

K
e
y
 R

e
a
l E

state—
Jim

 C
arlso

n
 

M
in

n
e
h
a
h
a F

u
n
era

l H
o

m
e
 

H
artq

u
ist F

u
n
era

l H
o

m
e
 

C
aro

lin
e C

h
risto

p
h
er 

D
r. R

ic
h
ard

 H
o

w
ard

 

 

B
R

O
N

Z
E

 ($
5
0
) 

K
n
u
d

so
n
 &

 B
u
se

m
a
n
 In

su
r-

an
c
e
 

S
h
a
ffer M

e
m

o
ria

ls 

S
p
ec

ia
l th

a
n
k
s to

: 

 
W

E
S

T
M

IN
S

T
E

R
 P

R
E

S
B

Y
T

E
R

IA
N

 C
H

U
R

C
H

—
h
o

stin
g
 o

u
r m

o
n
th

ly
 m

eetin
g

s 

 
M

IL
L

E
R

 F
U

N
E

R
A

L
 H

O
M

E
—

p
ro

v
id

in
g
 co

o
k
ie

s fo
r o

u
r m

eetin
g
s 

 
A

V
E

R
A

 —
d
o

n
atin

g
 th

e p
rin

tin
g
 o

f o
u
r n

ew
sletters 

M
a
k

e
 P

la
n

s fo
r D

e
ce

m
b

e
r C

a
n

d
lelig

h
tin

g
 

P
lease m

ak
e p

lan
s to

 atten
d
 th

e D
ec

em
b

er C
an

d
lelig

h
tin

g
 serv

ic
e w

h
ich

 w
ill tak

e p
lac

e o
n
 

S
u
n
d
a
y, D

ec
em

b
er 1

3
 at 6

:1
5
 P

M
.  W

e lo
o
k
 fo

rw
ard

 to
 g

a
th

erin
g
 to

g
eth

er an
d
 rem

em
b

er-
in

g
 o

u
r lo

v
ed

 o
n

es in
 th

e h
o
lid

a
y
 seaso

n
. 

 P
L

E
A

S
E

 N
O

T
E

: W
e w

ill b
e h

a
v
in

g
 a sp

ecia
l b

ra
in

sto
rm

in
g
 sessio

n
 to

 p
lan

 th
e can

d
le-

lig
h
tin

g
 p

ro
g
ram

 o
n
 O

C
T

O
B

E
R

 1
3
 at 7

:0
0
P

M
 at W

estm
in

ster P
resb

y
terian

.  P
lease m

ak
e 

p
lan

s to
 co

m
e as w

e w
o
u

ld
 lo

v
e to

 h
av

e y
o
u
r in

p
u
t reg

a
rd

in
g
 th

e p
ro

g
ra

m
. 

 

T
o

 h
av

e y
o

u
r ch

ild
 in

clu
d

ed
 in

 th
is y

ear’s C
an

d
lelig

h
tin

g
 C

erem
o

n
y
 

slid
esh

o
w

 o
n
 D

ecem
b

er 1
3

, 2
0
1

5
, p

lease sen
d

 u
s a p

h
o

to
 o

f y
o

u
r ch

ild
 

alo
n
g
 w

ith
 h

is o
r h

er n
am

e.   

E
m

ail to
: 

k
ristin

.tcf@
g
m

ail.co
m

 

 
 

(P
lease u

se .jp
g
 fo

rm
at an

d
 p

u
t “2

0
1
5

 S
lid

esh
o

w
” in

 th
e  

 
 

su
b

ject lin
e.) 

*
*

*
If y

o
u
r ch

ild
 h

as b
een

 in
clu

d
ed

 in
 p

rev
io

u
s slid

esh
o

w
s, h

e o
r sh

e w
ill 

au
to

m
atically

 b
e in

clu
d

ed
 th

is y
ear. 



H
a
llo

w
een

 M
em

o
ries 

 
M

o
st ch

ild
ren

 en
jo

y
 H

allo
w

een
, th

e co
stu

m
es, th

e can
d

y
, th

e p
arties, trick

 o
r treat, th

e d
eco

ratio
n
s an

d
 so

 
m

u
ch

 m
o

re. M
y
 so

n
 lo

o
k
ed

 fo
rw

ard
 to

 H
allo

w
een

 w
ith

 g
reat an

ticip
atio

n
. U

n
til h

e reach
ed

 th
e fo

u
rth

 g
rad

e, T
o

d
d

 w
as 

h
ap

p
y
 to

 p
ick

 o
u
t a co

stu
m

e at th
e d

isco
u

n
t sto

re
…

.u
su

ally
 th

e cu
rren

t m
o

v
ie o

r telev
isio

n
 m

o
n
ster. 

H
e cam

e h
o

m
e fro

m
 sch

o
o

l in
 fo

u
rth

 g
rad

e an
d

 to
ld

 m
e th

at th
ere w

as g
o

in
g
 to

 b
e a co

stu
m

e co
n
test an

d
 h

e 
really

 w
an

ted
 to

 h
av

e a u
n
iq

u
e co

stu
m

e. I ask
ed

 h
im

 w
h

at h
e w

an
ted

 to
 b

e, an
d

 I w
ill n

ev
er fo

rg
et h

is resp
o

n
se: “

I 
v
an

t to
 b

e a v
am

p
ire, M

o
m

. A
 really

 co
o

l v
am

p
ire.” S

o
, I talk

ed
 to

 a frien
d

 o
f m

in
e w

h
o

 w
as in

to
 stag

e p
ro

d
u
ctio

n
, 

an
d

 w
e w

en
t to

 h
er h

o
u
se th

e n
ig

h
t b

efo
re th

e co
n
test. 

S
h

e h
ad

 a v
am

p
ire cap

e, a v
am

p
ire b

o
d

y
 su

it, a v
am

p
ire co

llar an
d

 g
reat m

ak
eu

p
. T

o
d

d
 lo

v
ed

 it. M
y
 frien

d
 

sto
p

p
ed

 at th
e h

o
u
se early

 th
e n

ex
t m

o
rn

in
g
 an

d
 ap

p
lied

 th
e m

ak
eu

p
 an

d
 d

id
 th

e fin
ish

in
g
 to

u
ch

es o
n
 T

o
d

d
’s co

stu
m

e. 
H

e lo
o

k
ed

 ju
st lik

e th
e v

am
p

ires in
 th

e m
o

v
ies, H

e w
as so

 p
leased

. H
e really

 w
an

ted
 to

 w
in

 first p
lace in

 h
is class. I 

d
ro

p
p

ed
 h

im
 at sch

o
o

l an
d

 to
ld

 h
im

 to
 h

av
e a w

o
n
d

erfu
l tim

e. H
e w

as elated
. 

A
s th

e d
ay

 p
ro

g
ressed

, I w
o

n
d

ered
 h

o
w

 h
e w

as d
o

in
g
. H

e h
ad

 n
ev

er w
an

ted
 to

 w
in

 a p
rize b

efo
re; w

h
at if h

e 
d

id
n
’t g

et first p
lace in

 h
is class? I w

o
rried

 ab
o

u
t h

im
, k

n
o

w
in

g
 th

at h
is feelin

g
s w

ere easily
 h

u
rt b

y
 cru

el ch
ild

ren
 an

d
 

so
m

etim
es b

y
 cru

el teach
ers. H

e called
 m

e at 3
:3

0
 to

 let m
e k

n
o

w
 h

e w
as h

o
m

e. I co
u
ld

 h
ear ex

citem
en

t in
 h

is v
o

ice, 
an

d
 I ask

ed
 h

im
 h

o
w

 h
e d

id
. 

“M
o

m
, y

o
u
 w

o
n
’t b

eliev
e th

is”, h
e said

 in
 a serio

u
s, lo

w
 to

n
ed

 v
o

ice. “W
h

at h
ap

p
en

ed
?”, I ask

ed
, n

o
w

 w
o

n
-

d
erin

g
 ab

o
u
t th

e d
ay

’s ev
en

ts. “
I w

o
n
 first p

lace, M
o

m
. F

irst p
lace in

 th
e w

h
o

le sch
o

o
l. I can

’t w
ait fo

r H
allo

w
een

. 
W

ait till G
ran

d
p

a sees m
e. H

e w
o

n
’t ev

en
 reco

g
n
ize m

e. I ev
en

 g
o

t a certificate fo
r first p

lace
…

.I’m
 p

u
ttin

g
 it u

p
 in

 
m

y
 ro

o
m

.” I w
as so

 h
ap

p
y
 th

at tears w
elled

 in
 m

y
 ey

es. M
y
 so

n
 h

ad
 tried

 h
is b

est, an
d

 h
e h

ad
 w

o
n
. H

e h
ad

 p
u
t h

im
self 

o
u
t th

ere an
d

 h
e w

asn
’t d

isap
p

o
in

ted
, d

isillu
sio

n
ed

 o
r d

isco
u
rag

ed
. 

T
h

at w
as th

e first o
f m

an
y
 acco

m
p

lish
m

en
ts in

 m
y
 so

n
’s life. H

e w
en

t o
n
 to

 w
in

 in
 track

 in
 h

ig
h
 sch

o
o

l, re-
sto

re a 1
9

6
5

 G
T

O
 fro

m
 th

e g
ro

u
n
d

 u
p

 an
d

 receiv
e n

u
m

ero
u
s tro

p
h
ies an

d
 aw

ard
s. H

e attain
ed

 h
is B

S
 an

d
 M

B
A

 an
d

 
w

as su
ccessfu

l an
d

 resp
ected

 in
 b

u
sin

ess. H
e w

as a g
reat fath

er to
 h

is ch
ild

ren
, an

d
 h

is lo
v
e fo

r th
em

 w
as v

ery
 d

eep
. 

H
e n

ev
er h

esitated
 to

 tell th
em

 h
e lo

v
ed

 th
em

 an
d

 h
o

w
 p

ro
u
d

 h
e w

as o
f th

em
. H

e w
as a w

o
n

d
erfu

l p
aren

t. H
e w

as al-
w

ay
s an

 am
azin

g
 so

n
. H

is d
eath

 left a scar o
n
 m

y
 so

u
l an

d
 a h

o
le in

 m
y
 h

eart. 
B

u
t h

is first su
ccess is fo

rev
er in

 m
y
 m

in
d

. T
h

e little certificate w
h
ich

 h
e b

ro
u
g

h
t h

o
m

e an
d

 h
u

n
g
 o

n
 h

is b
ed

-
ro

o
m

 w
all is a treasu

re o
f h

is w
o

n
d

erfu
l ch

ild
h
o

o
d

. H
allo

w
een

 is still a h
ap

p
y
 h

o
lid

ay
, an

d
 it is o

n
e o

f th
e few

 w
h
ich

 I 
en

jo
y
. I th

an
k
 m

y
 so

n
 fo

r th
at an

d
 fo

r all th
e jo

y
 h

e g
av

e m
e in

 h
is sh

o
rt 3

5
 y

ears o
f life. 

A
n

n
ette M

en
n

en
 B

a
ld

w
in

 
In

 m
em

o
ry o

f m
y so

n
, T

o
d

d
 M

en
n

en
 

T
C

F
, K

a
ty, T
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F
ro

m
 Jam

ie L
am

b
ertz 

In
 lo

v
in

g m
em

o
ry o

f 

D
’A

rta
g

n
a
n

 Ja
m

e
s 

F
ro

m
 Jeralyn

 H
affer 

In
 lo

v
in

g m
em

o
ry o

f 

Je
ssic

a
 H

a
ffe

r 

O
cto

b
er L

o
v
e G

ifts 

F
ro

m
 D

av
id

 &
 K

ristin
 S

eru
yan

g
e 

In
 lo

v
in

g m
em

o
ry o

f 

L
a
e
l S

e
ru

ya
n

g
e
 

F
ro

m
 Jack

 &
 K

aren
 H

u
b

er 

In
 lo

v
in

g m
em

o
ry o

f 

N
ic

h
o

la
s H

u
b

e
r 
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A
 D

re
a
m

 D
e
ferre

d
 

 
C

h
ristin

e d
ied

 o
n
 N

o
v
e
m

b
er 6

, 1
9
9
2
. S

h
e w

as six
 y

ears o
ld

 a
n
d
 in

 k
in

d
erg

arten
, b

u
t at 3

5
 p

o
u
n
d
s an

d
 in

 siz
e fo

u
r 

c
lo

th
es, sh

e lo
o

k
ed

 m
u
c
h
 y

o
u

n
g
er. B

ra
in

-d
a
m

ag
ed

 b
e
fo

re b
irth

 b
y
 h

y
d
ro

cep
h
a
lu

s, sh
e n

eed
ed

 h
o

u
rs o

f o
ccu

p
atio

n
a
l a

n
d
 p

h
y
sic

a
l 

th
erap

y
 to

 learn
 to

 craw
l, b

ru
sh

 h
er teeth

, rid
e h

er tric
y
c
le, z

ip
 h

er co
at. I m

a
ssag

ed
 h

er, co
ax

ed
 h

er, p
lead

ed
 w

ith
 h

er, p
raised

 
h
er—

an
d
 w

atch
ed

 h
er g

ro
w

. 
I n

ev
er k

n
ew

 w
h
at sk

ill m
ig

h
t co

n
fu

se C
h
ristin

e. S
h
e w

a
lk

ed
 at th

irteen
 m

o
n
th

s b
u
t d

id
 n

o
t craw

l u
n
til fiftee

n
 m

o
n
th

s. 
S

h
e fed

 h
erse

lf at eig
h
teen

 m
o

n
th

s b
u
t co

u
ld

 n
o
t h

u
g
 h

erse
lf u

n
til sh

e w
as fo

u
r. W

h
e
n
 sh

e w
a
s tw

o
 an

d
 a h

a
lf, sh

e w
as g

iv
e
n
 a

 
co

m
p

lete b
attery

 o
f tests. H

er m
o
to

r sk
ills ran

g
ed

 fro
m

 le
ss th

a
n
 o

n
e y

ear to
 av

erag
e, 

B
u
t C

h
ristin

e p
assed

 th
e sp

eec
h
 test at a six

-y
ear-o

ld
 le

v
e
l. A

t fo
u
r sh

e co
m

p
o

sed
 m

u
sic an

d
 created

 ly
rics to

 g
o

 w
ith

 h
er 

m
e
lo

d
ie

s. S
h
e w

as a n
atu

ra
l in

 m
ath

 an
d
, in

 tru
e b

rat fash
io

n
, lo

rd
ed

 it o
v
er h

er o
ld

er b
ro

th
er w

h
o

 w
as n

o
t. “It’s O

K
 th

at y
o

u
’re 

n
o

t g
o
o

d
 in

 m
ath

,” sh
e w

o
u

ld
 tell B

o
b
b
y
. “B

o
y
s ca

n
’t d

o
 m

ath
.” O

r sh
e w

o
u
ld

 w
a
lk

 u
p
 to

 h
im

 as h
e stru

g
g

led
 o

v
er m

u
ltip

licatio
n
, 

p
o

in
t at a p

ro
b
le

m
 w

ith
 h

er tin
y
 h

a
n
d
, sa

y
, “T

h
at’s w

ro
n
g
. Y

o
u

’ll ju
st h

a
v
e to

 d
o
 it ag

a
in

,” an
d
 ru

n
 b

e
fo

re h
e g

a
v
e h

er a w
e
ll-

d
eserv

ed
 slap

. 
C

h
ristin

e h
ad

 so
 m

u
c
h
 p

o
ten

tia
l. H

er th
erap

ists, h
er teach

ers, h
er p

ed
iatric

ia
n
, h

er n
eu

ro
su

rg
eo

n
 m

arv
e
led

 at w
h
at sh

e 
co

u
ld

 d
o

. S
h
e w

as h
u

m
m

in
g
 n

u
rsery

 rh
y
m

es at th
irteen

 m
o

n
th

s, h
u

m
m

in
g
 T

ch
a
ik

o
v
sk

y
 at th

ree. T
h
ere w

ere d
a
y
s w

h
e
n
 I h

ad
 

v
isio

n
s o

f C
h
ristin

e as a
n
 ad

u
lt, lead

in
g
 a

n
 o

rch
estra as th

e
y
 p

la
y
ed

 h
er S

e
v
e
n
th

 S
y
m

p
h
o

n
y
 o

r o
n
 stag

e sin
g

in
g
 h

er latest C
o

u
n
try

 
an

d
 W

e
stern

 h
it. 

A
n
d
 th

e
n
 at six

 it w
as a

ll o
v
er. H

er m
u
sic

—
h
er so

n
g
s—

tu
rn

ed
 o

ff. M
y
 d

rea
m

s m
u
ted

. 
A

n
d
 I fo

u
n
d
 m

y
se

lf ask
in

g
 a q

u
estio

n
 an

o
th

er p
o

et in
 v

ery
 d

iffere
n
t c

ircu
m

stan
c
es ask

ed
 h

im
se

lf. W
h
at h

ap
p
en

s to
 a 

d
rea

m
 d

e
ferred

? D
o

es it m
ere

ly
 fe

ster? O
r d

o
es it ex

p
lo

d
e
? (L

a
n
g

sto
n
 H

u
g
h
es, “H

arle
m

,” 1
9
5
3
.) 

T
w

o
 seaso

n
s later I h

av
e a p

artia
l a

n
d
 p

arad
o

x
ic

a
l an

sw
er. It d

o
es b

o
th

. It d
o

es n
e
ith

er. 
T

h
ese h

a
v
e b

ee
n
 m

o
m

e
n
ts o

f in
te

n
se a

n
g
u

ish
, w

h
e
n
 I m

arv
e
led

 th
at m

y
 b

o
d

y
 co

u
ld

 h
o

ld
 m

y
 m

o
o

d
 an

d
 liv

e. T
h
ere h

a
v
e 

b
ee

n
 tim

es w
h
e
n
 sad

n
e
ss h

as so
ftly

 sifted
 th

ro
u
g
h
 m

y
 d

a
ily

 ro
u
tin

e
s, sh

ad
o

w
in

g
 m

y
 co

o
k
in

g
 an

d
 m

y
 sp

eak
in

g
. B

u
t u

n
d
er b

o
th

, 
d
eep

er th
an

 th
e ex

p
lo

sio
n
 o

f C
h
ristin

e
’s u

n
e
x
p
ecte

d
 d

eath
 o

r th
e lo

n
g
 sad

n
e
ss o

f h
er e

m
p
ty

 ro
o

m
, lie

s a certain
ty

 th
at C

h
ristin

e 
still e

x
ists, th

at w
e w

ill o
n
e d

a
y
 b

e reu
n
ited

.  
A

 p
art o

f m
e cro

ssed
 w

ith
 h

er in
to

 d
eath

, still w
a
lk

s in
 lo

v
e w

ith
 h

er. Y
et it is n

o
t a b

u
d
d

in
g
 m

u
sic

ia
n
 I w

alk
 w

ith
—

o
r a 

b
rat—

o
r a h

an
d

icap
p
ed

 c
h
ild

. S
h
e w

as a
ll o

f th
ese. S

h
e is n

o
n
e o

f th
ese. I w

a
lk

 w
ith

 h
er. H

er so
u
l’s w

h
o

le n
o

w
, b

ath
ed

 in
 lig

h
t. 

R
e
latio

n
sh

ip
s fad

e an
d
 c

h
a
n
g

e. L
o

v
e lasts. 

S
a
n
d
ra

 B
a
ll 

T
C

F
 S

a
lem

, N
J 

In
 M

em
o
ry o

f C
h
ristin

e 

M
y

stery
 

 

I b
o

u
g

h
t to

y
s fo

r m
y
 b

ab
y
 after sh

e d
ied

 

 

A
n
d

 I o
p

en
ed

 th
e ced

ar ch
est an

d
 p

u
t th

em
 in

sid
e 

 

A
n
d

 n
o

b
o

d
y
 ev

er k
n
ew

 b
u
t m

e
 

 

T
h

e m
ean

in
g
 o

f th
e m

y
stery

 

 

O
f b

ran
d

 n
ew

 to
y

s h
id

d
en

 h
ere an

d
 th

ere
 

 

A
n
d

 n
o

t o
n
e b

ab
y
 an

y
w

h
ere. 
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Y
o
u
 can

 n
o
 lo

n
g
er see m

e,  
b
u

t p
lease k

n
o

w
 th

at I a
m

 th
ere.  

I am
 th

e flo
w

ers in
 th

e g
ard

en
,  

I am
 th

e w
in

d
 b

en
eath

 y
o
u
r h

air. 
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o
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o
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s
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e
a
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z
z
3

lk
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6
p
Y

m
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F

a
m

ily
 F
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n
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 P

o
e
m

s
   

A
 J

o
u

r
n
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 th
e
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N
ew
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o
r
m

a
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 M

a
y
 3

1
 m

ark
ed

 se
v
e
n
 y

ears sin
ce m

y
 o

n
ly

 sib
lin

g
 D

av
e d

ied
 fro

m
 ca

n
cer at ag

e 3
2
. T

h
is Ju

n
e 2

8
 w

e w
o

u
ld

 h
a
v
e b

ee
n
 ce

le
b
rat-

in
g
 D

a
v
e
’s 4

0
th

 b
irth

d
ay

 w
ith

 a b
ig

 p
arty

, a
n
d
 I’d

 b
e k

id
d

in
g
 h

im
 a

b
o

u
t g

o
in

g
 b

a
ld

, ju
st lik

e a
ll th

e S
n
ep

p
 m

e
n
 b

e
fo

re h
im

. In
-

stead
, I’ll b

e g
ettin

g
 read

y
 fo

r th
e T

C
F

 N
atio

n
a
l C

o
n
fere

n
ce, at w

h
ic

h
 I’ll sh

are m
e
m

o
ries o

f h
is b

rillia
n
ce, g

reat sm
ile, an

d
 

se
n
se o

f h
u

m
o

r w
ith

 th
o

se w
h
o

 w
ill n

e
v
er h

a
v
e th

e
 p

leasu
re o

f m
eetin

g
 h

im
 in

 p
erso

n
. 

 A
t th

is p
o

in
t in

 m
y
 g

rie
f jo

u
rn

e
y
, m

o
st w

ill b
e g

o
o
d
 m

e
m

o
rie

s o
f h

o
w

 D
av

e liv
ed

, rath
er th
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