
September 2015 

Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each 

month at 7:15 with the exception of December. 

 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 

3801 E. 26th Street 

Sioux Falls, SD 

There is no religious affiliation. 

 

www.compassionatefriendsofsiouxfalls.com 

 

The Compassionate Friends is a support group 

for those who have experienced the death of a 

child at any age, for any reason. 

Upcoming Meeting: September 1, 2015 
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kin
g an

d
 stru

gglin
g to

 b
u

ild
 a fu

tu
re fo

r o
u

rselves, b
u

t w
e are co

m
m

itt
ed

 to
 b

u
ild

in
g a fu

tu
re to

geth
er.  W

e 

reach
 o

u
t to

 each
 o

th
er in

 lo
ve to

 sh
are th

e p
ain

 as w
ell as th

e jo
y, sh

are th
e an

ger as w
ell as th

e p
e

ace, sh
are th

e faith
 a

s w
ell 

as th
e d

o
u

b
ts, an

d
 h

e
lp

 each
 o

th
er to

 grieve as w
ell as to

 gro
w

. W
e N

ee
d

 N
o

t W
alk A

lo
n

e. W
e A

re Th
e C

o
m

p
assio

n
ate Frien

d
s.  

T
h
e A

u
g
u
st m

eetin
g
 w

as atten
d
ed

 b
y
 1

4
 m

em
b
ers. It w

as a n
ig

h
t o

f m
em

o
ries.  A

s 
o
n
e m

em
b
er p

u
t it, “S

h
ak

in
g
 th

at tree su
re resu

lted
 in

 so
m

e g
reat fru

it,”  m
ean

in
g
 

th
at m

an
y
 p

recio
u
s m

em
o
ries w

ere sh
ared

.  W
e w

o
rk

ed
 o

n
 a q

u
estio

n
n
aire th

at 
co

n
tain

ed
 sev

en
 in

tro
d
u
ctio

n
 statem

en
ts an

d
 req

u
ired

 o
u
r p

erso
n
al reflectio

n
s to

 
co

m
p
lete.  M

an
y
 co

m
p
ellin

g
 an

d
 b

eau
tifu

l th
o
u
g
h
ts w

ere ex
p
ressed

.  W
e w

ill b
e 

sh
arin

g
 th

ese in
 fu

tu
re n

ew
sletters.  W

e h
o

n
o

red
 Jaso

n
 R

o
llin

g
s's A

u
g
u
st b

irth
d

a
y
 

an
d
 h

eard
 to

u
ch

in
g
 sto

ries fro
m

 h
is tw

in
 b

ro
th

er, Jam
es.   
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H
O

N
O

R
A

R
Y

 A
S

S
O

C
IA

T
E

S
 O

F
 C

O
M

P
A

S
S

IO
N

A
T

E
 F

R
IE

N
D

S
 

S
p
o
n
so

rs are co
n
sid

ered
 H

o
n
o
rary

 A
sso

ciates o
f o

u
r o

rg
an

izatio
n
 an

d
 are reco

g
n
ized

 at th
e lev

el o
f th

eir 

d
o
n
atio

n
.  W

e w
o
u
ld

 lik
e to

 o
ffer o

u
r sin

cere an
d
 g

ratefu
l ap

p
reciatio

n
 to

 th
e fo

llo
w

in
g
 su

p
p
o
rters: 

D
IA

M
O

N
D

 ($
5
0
0
) 

 

F
irst P

rem
ier B

a
n
k

 

  P
L

A
T

IN
U

M
 ($

2
5
0
) 

D
ia

m
o

n
d
 M

o
w

ers, In
c. 

D
E

 &
 T

S
 (Jo

sh
 F

ied
ler) 

S
isso

n
 P

rin
tin

g
 

    

G
O

L
D

 ($
1
5
0
)  

S
o

il T
ec

h
n
o

lo
g

ies, In
c. 

H
eritag

e F
u
n
era

l H
o

m
e
 

M
iller F

u
n
era

l H
o

m
e 

       

S
IL

V
E

R
 ($

1
0
0
) 

G
eo

rg
e B

o
o

m
 F

u
n
era

l H
o

m
e
 

D
in

d
o

t-K
lu

sm
a
n
 F

u
n
era

l 
H

o
m

e 

C
ath

o
lic F

a
m

ily
 S

erv
ices 

F
a
m

ily
 M

e
m

o
ria

ls b
y
 G

ib
so

n
 

W
e
ila

n
d
 F

u
n
era

l C
h
ap

e
l 

K
e
y
 R

e
a
l E

state—
Jim

 C
arlso

n
 

M
in

n
e
h
a
h
a F

u
n
era

l H
o

m
e
 

H
artq

u
ist F

u
n
era

l H
o

m
e
 

C
aro

lin
e C

h
risto

p
h
er 

D
r. R

ic
h
ard

 H
o

w
ard

 

 

F
ib

erg
lass R

ep
a
ir 

Ju
lie Jo

b
—

R
e/M

a
x
 P

ro
fe

s-

sio
n
a
ls 

  B
R

O
N

Z
E

 ($
5
0
) 

K
n
u
d

so
n
 &

 B
u
se

m
a
n
 In

su
r-

an
c
e
 

S
h
a
ffer M

e
m

o
ria

ls 

S
p
ec

ia
l th

a
n
k
s to

: 

 
W

E
S

T
M

IN
S

T
E

R
 P

R
E

S
B

Y
T

E
R

IA
N

 C
H

U
R

C
H

—
h
o

stin
g
 o

u
r m

o
n
th

ly
 m

eetin
g

s 

 
M

IL
L

E
R

 F
U

N
E

R
A

L
 H

O
M

E
—

p
ro

v
id

in
g
 co

o
k
ie

s fo
r o

u
r m

eetin
g
s 

 
A

V
E

R
A

 —
d
o

n
atin

g
 th

e p
rin

tin
g
 o

f o
u
r n

ew
sletters 

M
a
k

e
 P

la
n

s fo
r D

e
ce

m
b

e
r C

a
n

d
lelig

h
tin

g
 

P
lease m

ak
e p

lan
s to

 atten
d
 th

e D
ec

em
b

er C
an

d
lelig

h
tin

g
 serv

ic
e w

h
ich

 w
ill tak

e p
lac

e o
n
 

S
u
n
d
a
y, D

ec
em

b
er 1

3
 at 6

:1
5
 P

M
.  W

e lo
o
k
 fo

rw
ard

 to
 g

a
th

erin
g
 to

g
eth

er an
d
 rem

em
b

er-
in

g
 o

u
r lo

v
ed

 o
n

es in
 th

e h
o
lid

a
y
 seaso

n
. 

 P
L

E
A

S
E

 N
O

T
E

: W
e w

ill b
e h

a
v
in

g
 a sp

ecia
l b

ra
in

sto
rm

in
g
 sessio

n
 to

 p
lan

 th
e can

d
le-

lig
h
tin

g
 p

ro
g
ram

 o
n
 O

C
T

O
B

E
R

 1
3
 at 7

:0
0
P

M
 at W

estm
in

ster P
resb

y
terian

.  P
lease m

ak
e 

p
lan

s to
 co

m
e as w

e w
o
u

ld
 lo

v
e to

 h
av

e y
o
u
r in

p
u
t reg

a
rd

in
g
 th

e p
ro

g
ra

m
. 

 

T
o

 h
av

e y
o

u
r ch

ild
 in

clu
d

ed
 in

 th
is y

ear’s C
an

d
lelig

h
tin

g
 C

erem
o

n
y
 

slid
esh

o
w

 o
n
 D

ecem
b

er 1
3

, 2
0
1

5
, p

lease sen
d

 u
s a p

h
o

to
 o

f y
o

u
r ch

ild
 

alo
n
g
 w

ith
 h

is o
r h

er n
am

e.   

E
m

ail to
: 

rsto
eck

er5
3

@
g
m

ail.co
m

 

 
 

(P
lease u

se .jp
g
 fo

rm
at an

d
 p

u
t “2

0
1
5

 S
lid

esh
o

w
” in

 th
e  

 
 

su
b

ject lin
e.) 

*
*

*
If y

o
u
r ch

ild
 h

as b
een

 in
clu

d
ed

 in
 p

rev
io

u
s slid

esh
o

w
s, h

e o
r sh

e w
ill 

au
to

m
atically

 b
e in

clu
d

ed
 th

is y
ear. 



O
n

 P
a
in

 a
n

d
 H

e
a
lin

g
... 

 
In

 p
ain

 m
an

ag
em

en
t u

sed
 fo

r p
atien

ts w
ith

 ch
ro

n
ic p

ain
, it is tau

g
h
t n

o
t to

 tig
h
ten

 aro
u
n
d
 th

e p
ain

 
b
u
t to

 relax
 an

d
 allo

w
 th

e p
ain

 to
 b

e p
resen

t. T
h
e id

ea is th
at w

h
en

 p
ain

 is resisted
, it in

ten
sifies. W

h
en

 w
e 

b
reath

 d
eep

ly
 an

d
 ack

n
o
w

led
g
e th

e p
resen

ce o
f p

ain
, it h

as ro
o
m

 to
 m

o
v
e an

d
 can

 d
issip

ate m
o
re read

ily
. 

P
ain

 is th
ere to

 tell u
s so

m
eth

in
g
, to

 w
arn

 u
s o

f p
o
ssib

le d
an

g
er. 

T
h
is is as tru

e fo
r em

o
tio

n
al, sp

iritu
al an

d
 m

en
tal p

ain
 as it is fo

r p
h
y
sical p

ain
. W

h
en

 p
ain

 sp
eak

s, 
w

e n
eed

 to
 listen

. A
ll it tak

es is p
ay

in
g
 atten

tio
n
 to

 o
u
r p

ain
 so

 th
at w

h
en

 it co
m

es w
e rem

em
b
er to

 b
reath

e 
an

d
 g

et so
ft. W

e d
o
n

’t w
an

t to
 fig

h
t w

ith
 o

u
r p

ain
. W

e w
an

t to
 learn

 fro
m

 it. 
T

im
e d

o
es n

o
t h

eal. B
u
t h

ealin
g
 d

o
es tak

e tim
e. G

iv
e y

o
u
rself th

e g
ift o

f tim
e. T

o
 b

eco
m

e w
h
o
le 

m
ean

s th
at as w

e o
p
en

 to
 th

e p
ain

, w
e o

p
en

 to
 th

e lo
ss. W

e b
reak

 o
p
en

 an
d
, as a co

n
seq

u
en

ce, w
e g

et b
ig

g
er 

an
d
 in

clu
d
e m

o
re o

f life. W
e in

clu
d
e w

h
at w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 “lo
st” to

 u
s if o

u
r h

earts an
d
 m

in
d
s h

ad
 clo

sed
 

ag
ain

st th
e p

ain
, w

e in
clu

d
e w

h
at w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 lo
st if w

e h
ad

 n
o
t tak

en
 th

e tim
e to

 h
eal. A

s sin
g
er/

so
n
g
w

riter C
arly

 S
im

o
n
 tells u

s: “T
h
ere’s m

o
re ro

o
m

 in
 a b

ro
k
en

 h
eart.”  

 
F

ro
m

 th
e ch

a
p
ter, “

T
im

e D
o
es N

o
t H

ea
l A

ll W
o
u
n
d
s,”

 
o
f th

e b
o
o
k, “

G
o
o
d
 G

rief,”
 b

y D
eb

o
ra

h
 M

o
rris C

o
ryell 
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F
ro

m
 E

velyn
 &

 N
o

rm
an

 Y
k
em

a 

In
 lo

v
in

g m
em

o
ry o

f 

N
o

re
e
n

 M
o

ss 

F
ro

m
 S

an
d
y &

 G
ary B

u
tterfield

 

In
 lo

v
in

g m
em

o
ry o

f 

C
h

a
d

 B
u

tte
rfie

ld
 

S
ep

te
m

b
er a

n
d

 a
 N

ew
 S

ch
o
o
l Y

ea
r
 

T
o
 m

o
st p

eo
p
le sc

h
o

o
l m

ea
n
s: 

T
h
e k

id
s o

u
t fro

m
 u

n
d
er fo

o
t, cap

s o
n
. 

B
u

y
in

g
 a n

ew
 lu

n
c
h
 b

o
x
, n

ew
 c

lo
th

es a
n
d
 th

e u
su

a
l sc

h
o

o
l su

p
p

lies. 

F
ix

in
g
 b

reak
fast an

d
 try

in
g
 to

 g
et it eaten

. 

G
ettin

g
 to

 a sch
o
o

l b
u
s o

n
 tim

e. 

W
h
at d

o
es sch

o
o

l m
ea

n
 to

 a m
o

th
er w

h
o

 h
as lo

st a ch
ild

?
 

W
atch

in
g
 o

th
er ch

ild
re

n
 filled

 w
ith

 e
x
c
ite

m
e
n
t. 

A
 little b

o
y
 w

h
o

 sh
o

u
ld

 b
e in

 k
in

d
erg

arten
. 

A
 b

ro
th

er w
h
o

 m
u
st g

o
 o

ff to
 sch

o
o

l b
y
 h

im
se

lf. 

A
 teach

er w
h
o

 m
u
st reach

 o
u
t to

 a cla
ss, w

h
e
n
 h

er little o
n
e w

o
n
't b

e in
 sc

h
o

o
l 

th
is y

ear. 

A
 m

o
th

er sen
d

in
g
 tw

o
 ch

ild
re

n
 o

ff, w
h
e
n
 th

ere sh
o

u
ld

 b
e th

ree. 

M
a
n
y
 tears, b

e
h
in

d
 sm

ilin
g
 fa

ces! 

P
a
tsy H

ed
g
e
s 

T
C

F
 F

red
erick, M

D
 

S
ep

tem
b

er L
o
v
e G

ifts 
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W
h

y
 W

e S
h

o
u

ld
 T

a
lk

 A
b

o
u

t O
u

r C
h

ild
ren

 W
h

o
 H

a
v
e P

a
ssed

 

It w
as d

ark
, c

o
ld

 d
a
y
 in

 O
cto

b
er. A

t least th
at’s h

o
w

 it fe
lt fro

m
 m

y
 so

n
’s d

im
ly

 lit h
o
sp

ita
l ro

o
m

. In
 m

y
 m

in
d
, I im

ag
in

e it ra
in

in
g

 o
u
t-

sid
e, th

e fo
g
 lin

in
g
 th

e w
in

d
o
w

s an
d
 o

b
scu

rin
g
 o

u
r v

iew
 o

f c
o
lleg

e d
o
rm

 ro
o
m

s, sid
ew

a
lk

s, th
e arb

o
retu

m
 acro

ss th
e stree

t. I d
o
n
’t re-

m
em

b
er m

a
n
y
 o

f th
e d

eta
ils o

f th
e d

a
y
. I ju

st re
m

em
b
er h

o
ld

in
g
 m

y
 so

n
’s h

a
n
d
, w

eep
in

g
 as I set b

y
 h

is h
o
sp

ita
l crib

, w
atc

h
in

g
 th

e 
c
lo

c
k
, p

ra
y
in

g
 a

n
d
 h

o
p

in
g
 fo

r a
n
sw

ers, a
n
d
 sittin

g
 w

ith
 h

is d
o
cto

rs as w
e d

iscu
ssed

 th
e e

n
d
 o

f C
h
arlie

’s life. H
is lu

n
g

s w
ere tired

, a
n
d
 

h
e w

as re
ad

y
 to

 g
o
. 

I’v
e la

id
 aw

a
k
e rep

la
y
in

g
 th

o
se c

o
n
v
ersatio

n
s, a

n
d
 re

p
la

y
in

g
 w

h
at h

ap
p
e
n
ed

 o
n
ly

 h
o
u
rs after, w

h
e
n
 a h

a
n

d
 k

n
o
c
k
ed

 lo
u
d

ly
 o

n
 o

u
r d

o
o
r 

in
 th

e p
are

n
ts’ sleep

 ro
o
m

, a
n
d
 a n

u
rse’s v

o
ic

e to
ld

 m
e to

 c
o
m

e q
u

ic
k
ly

. I ra
n
 to

 h
is sid

e o
n
ly

 in
 tim

e to
 b

e seated
 in

 a ru
b

b
ery

 h
o
sp

ita
l 

rec
lin

er a
n
d
 h

a
v
e m

y
 so

n
 d

isc
o
n
n
ec

ted
 fro

m
 h

is o
x

y
g
en

 su
p
p

o
rt a

n
d
 p

la
ced

 in
 m

y
 arm

s. H
is h

eart g
a
v
e o

u
t. H

e w
as d

o
n
e, a

n
d
 m

y
 w

ish
 

w
as to

 h
o
ld

 h
im

 w
h
e
n
 it w

as tim
e. 

B
efo

re th
e d

eath
 o

f m
y
 so

n
, I d

id
n
’t w

a
n
t to

 th
in

k
 ab

o
u
t d

eath
. I d

id
n
’t w

a
n
t to

 ta
lk

 ab
o
u
t it. A

s a m
o
m

, ta
lk

in
g
 to

 o
th

er p
are

n
ts w

h
o
 

h
ad

 a c
h
ild

 th
a
t d

ied
 m

ad
e m

e n
erv

o
u
s, as if I c

o
u

ld
 “catc

h
” th

e b
u
g
, a

n
d
 so

m
eth

in
g

 trag
ic w

o
u

ld
 h

ap
p

e
n
 to

 m
y
 c

h
ild

. 

I a
m

 n
o
t th

at p
erso

n
 a

n
y
m

o
re. I h

a
v
e c

h
a
n
g
ed

, a
n
d
 I h

a
v
e see

n
 th

in
g
s fro

m
 sh

o
es th

at I n
e
v
er w

a
n
ted

 to
 b

e in
. N

o
 o

n
e w

a
n
ts to

 b
e in

 th
e 

sh
o
es o

f th
e p

are
n
t w

h
o
se c

h
ild

 d
ied

. 

S
tan

d
in

g
 o

n
 th

is sid
e, I ca

n
’t th

in
k
 o

f a
n
y
th

in
g
 m

o
re im

p
o
rta

n
t th

a
n
 to

 ta
lk

 ab
o
u
t th

em
. T

o
 sa

y
 th

e
ir n

am
e
s. 

C
h

a
rlie. 

T
o
 ta

lk
 ab

o
u
t h

is fa
v
o
rite th

in
g
s. T

o
 ta

lk
 ab

o
u
t h

is p
e
rso

n
a
lity

. T
o
 sm

ile a
n
d
 lau

g
h
 a

n
d
 rem

e
m

b
er a

n
d
 n

e
v
er let h

is m
em

o
ry

 d
ie. T

o
 ta

lk
 

ab
o
u

t th
e im

p
a
ct h

e le
ft, a

n
d
 h

o
w

 th
e ec

h
o
 o

f h
is life is still reso

u
n
d

in
g
 in

 th
e h

earts a
n
d
 liv

es h
e to

u
c
h
ed

. 

H
is leg

ac
y
 is ju

st b
eg

in
n
in

g
, a

n
d
 if I h

a
v
e a

n
y
th

in
g
 to

 d
o
 w

ith
 it, it w

ill o
n
ly

 g
ro

w
 fro

m
 h

ere. 

T
h
ere is so

m
e
th

in
g
 so

 im
p

o
rta

n
t a

n
d
 so

 h
ea

lin
g
 fo

r m
y
se

lf a
n
d
 o

th
er p

are
n
ts w

h
o
 h

a
v
e lo

st c
h

ild
re

n
 to

 b
e ab

le to
 sh

are th
at c

h
ild

’s sto
-

ry
. T

o
 b

e ab
le to

 lau
g

h
 at fu

n
n
y
 m

em
o
ries. T

o
 b

e ab
le to

 m
o
u
rn

 w
ith

 a
n
o
th

er. T
o
 b

e ab
le to

 c
e
leb

rate a
n
d

 rem
em

b
er a

n
d
 v

a
lu

e a
 little 

life th
at h

as g
o
n
e to

o
 so

o
n
. 

A
 few

 m
o
n
th

s ag
o
, I m

et a
n
o
th

er m
o
th

er m
u

c
h
 o

ld
er th

a
n
 m

y
se

lf. H
er so

n
 w

as b
o
rn

 still y
ears ag

o
. I ask

e
d

 h
er h

is n
am

e, a
n
d
 fo

u
n
d

 o
u
t 

d
a
y
s later th

at it w
as th

e first tim
e in

 3
5
 y

e
ars th

at a
n
y
o
n
e h

ad
 ask

ed
 h

er th
at q

u
estio

n
. 

T
h
is is n

o
t o

ka
y. 

W
e n

eed
 to

 ta
lk

 ab
o
u
t th

ese c
h
ild

re
n
. W

e n
eed

 to
 b

ra
v
e th

e p
a
in

 a
n
d
 ta

lk
 ab

o
u

t th
em

 fo
r th

e sa
k
e o

f th
e p

a
ren

ts a
n
d
 fo

r th
e s

a
k
e o

f th
at 

ch
ild

’s m
e
m

o
ry

. 

T
h
is is n

o
t th

e n
atu

ra
l o

rd
er a

n
d
 w

e k
n
o
w

 th
a
t. P

are
n
ts sh

o
u

ld
 n

o
t h

a
v
e to

 liv
e o

n
 as th

e
ir c

h
ild

re
n
 d

ie. P
aren

ts sh
o
u

ld
 n

o
t p

la
n
 fu

n
era

ls 
o
r b

u
y
 tin

y
 u

rn
s o

r h
ead

sto
n
es fo

r th
e
ir c

h
ild

. P
are

n
ts sh

o
u

ld
 n

o
t. B

u
t o

f a
ll th

e sh
o
u

ld
-n

o
ts, th

ere is o
n

e th
in

g
 th

at is a m
u

st-d
o
: ta

lk
in

g
 

ab
o
u

t th
a
t c

h
ild

. 

F
o
r th

o
se w

h
o
 h

a
v
e n

o
 o

p
tio

n
 b

u
t to

 w
a
lk

 th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e p
a
in

, I w
a
n
t to

 g
iv

e y
o
u
 fre

ed
o
m

 to
d

a
y
. F

reed
o
m

 to
 ta

lk
. F

reed
o

m
 to

 sh
are. F

re
e-

d
o
m

 to
 lau

g
h
 a

n
d
 cry

 a
n
d
 rem

em
b

er a
n
d
 m

o
u
rn

 a
n
d
 lo

v
e th

at c
h
ild

 o
p

e
n
ly

, e
v
e
n
 in

 d
ea

th
. 

Y
o
u
 h

a
v
e freed

o
m

 to
 sa

y
 th

e
ir n

am
e, e

v
e
n
 if y

o
u
 n

e
v
er h

ad
 a c

h
a
n
ce to

 sa
y
 it to

 th
em

 w
h

ile th
ere w

as b
re

ath
 in

 th
e
ir lu

n
g

s. 

S
a
y
 th

e
ir n

a
m

e. 
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e
ll th

e
ir sto

ry
. C

ry
. L

au
g

h
. C

e
leb

rate. H
o
p

e. 

L
et’s m

o
v
e p

ast th
e stig

m
a. T

h
o
u
g

h
 in

 th
e p

ast it m
a
y
 h

a
v
e b

ee
n
 tab

o
o
 to

 ta
lk

 ab
o
u

t a c
h
ild

 w
h

o
 d

ied
, let’s m

o
v
e o

n
. L

et’s m
o
v

e o
n
 fo

r 
th

e c
h
ild

ren
 w

h
o
 d

eserv
e to

 b
e rem

em
b
ered

. A
n
d
 let’s m

o
v
e o

n
 fo

r th
e p

are
n
ts w

h
o
 d

eserv
e a c

h
a
n
ce to

 te
ll th

e
ir sto

ry
. 
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 b
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n
d
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n
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d
a
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e
n
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n
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a
t c

h
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a
m
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e
n
d
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n
d
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are

n
t k

n
o
w
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it d
o
w

n
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r c
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n
d
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l m
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e
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e p
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g
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R
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e
th
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e
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g
e
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L
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g

eth
er. 

L
exi B

eh
rn

d
t is a

 co
m
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s d
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n
d
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 m
o
m
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o
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 p
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e d
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e d
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p
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R
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 It h
as b

een
 1

1
 an

d
 1

/2
 y

ears sin
ce m

y
 d

au
g
h
ter B

rittan
y
 d

ied
 as a resu

lt o
f in

ju
ries as a p

assen
g
er in

 an
 au

to
 

accid
en

t. D
ecem

b
er 2

8
th

, 2
0
0
3
. S

h
e w

as flo
w

n
 to

 a h
o
sp

ital an
d
 w

as p
laced

 in
 th

e P
IC

U
. O

u
r fam

ily
 liv
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th
ere u

n
til h

er b
rain

 stem
 d

ied
. It w

as Jan
u
ary

 1
0
th

, 2
0
0
4
...S

h
e w

as o
n
ly

 1
5
. 

 A
fter 1

1
 y

ears I d
o
n

't g
o
 in

to
 h

er ro
o
m

 an
d
 h

o
ld

 h
er stu

ffed
 to

y
s an

d
 sm

ell h
er clo

th
es.... W

e h
av

e m
o
v
ed

 an
d
 

all o
f h

er th
in

g
s w

ere b
o
x
ed

 u
p
 an

d
 so

m
e w

ere g
iv

en
 to

 frien
d
s an

d
 fam

ily
 m

em
b
ers.  I d

o
 h

a
v
e a ro

o
m

 in
 o

u
r 

n
ew

 h
o
u
se th

at h
o
u
ses h

er b
ed

, stu
ffed

 an
im

als, stu
ffed

 to
y
s an

d
 m

em
o
ries. 

 A
fter elev

en
 y

ears I d
o
n

't g
o
 to

 th
e cem

etery
 an

d
 sit fo

r h
o
u
rs, n

o
w

 I g
o
 to

 d
eco

rate an
d
 clean

....... 
 A

fter E
lev

en
 y

ears I d
o
n

't cry
 m

y
self to

 sleep
 an

y
m

o
re

 
 A

fter elev
en

 y
ears I k

n
o
w

 m
y
 b

ab
y
 is in

 a b
eau

tifu
l p

lace w
h
ere sh

e can
 rid

e h
o
rses all d

ay
 an

d
 let th

e w
arm

 
w

in
d
 flo

w
 th

ro
u
g
h
 h

er b
eau

tifu
l lo

n
g
 h

air 
 A

fter elev
en

 y
ears I sm

ile w
h
en

 I fin
d
 a sp

ecial n
o
te o

r p
ictu

re sh
e h

ad
 d

raw
n

 
 A

fter E
lev

en
 y

ears I sit in
 th

e d
ark

n
ess o

f n
ig

h
t an

d
 w

atch
 th

e stars an
d
 k

n
o
w

 th
e o

n
e th

at is tw
in

k
lin

g
 is h

er 
 A

fter elev
en
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ears h
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d
 b

ro
th
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av

e all g
ro

w
n
 an

d
 m

arried
 an

d
 h

av
e ch

ild
ren

 o
f th

eir o
w

n
 

 A
fter elev

en
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ears h
er n

ieces an
d
 n

ep
h
ew

s h
av

e p
ictu

res o
f h

er in
 th

eir ro
o
m

s, g
u
ard

ian
 an

g
els an

d
 sp

ecial 
th

in
g
s th

at sh
e o

n
ce w

o
re o

r h
ad

.  
 A

fter elev
en

 y
ears I m

iss h
er m

o
re th

an
 I d

id
 th

e d
ay

 b
efo

re, b
u
t I'v

e fo
u
n
d
 a sp

ecial p
lace to

 k
eep

 h
er clo
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 h
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