
May 2015 

Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each 

month at 7:15 with the exception of December. 

 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 

3801 E. 26th Street 

Sioux Falls, SD 

There is no religious affiliation. 

 

www.compassionatefriendsofsiouxfalls.org 

 

The Compassionate Friends is a support group 

for those who have experienced the death of a 

child at any age, for any reason. 

Upcoming Meeting: May 5, 2015 
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ria

ls 

S
p
ec

ia
l th

a
n
k
s to

: 

 
W

E
S

T
M

IN
S

T
E

R
 P

R
E

S
B

Y
T

E
R

IA
N

 C
H

U
R

C
H

—
h
o

stin
g
 o

u
r m

o
n
th

ly
 m

eetin
g

s 

 
M

IL
L

E
R

 F
U

N
E

R
A

L
 H

O
M

E
—

p
ro

v
id

in
g
 co

o
k
ie

s fo
r o

u
r m

eetin
g
s 

 
A

V
E

R
A

 —
d
o

n
atin

g
 th

e p
rin

tin
g
 o

f o
u
r n

ew
sletters 

G
ra

d
u

a
tio

n
 T

im
e
  

 
It’s Ju

n
e an

d
 g

rad
u
atio

n
 tim

e ag
a
in

. Y
o

u
r ch

ild
 w

o
u

ld
 h

a
v
e b

e
e
n
 a

m
o

n
g
 th

o
se w

earin
g
 th

e cap
 an

d
 g

o
w

n
, w

a
lk

in
g
 d

o
w

n
 th

e a
isle 

to
 th

e ev
er stirrin

g
 “P

o
m

p
 a

n
d
 C

ircu
m

stan
ce.” N

o
w

 th
ere is a v

aca
n
t sp

o
t in

 th
e lin

e. S
h
o

u
ld

 y
o

u
 atten

d
? C

a
n
 y

o
u
 stan

d
 th

e p
a
in

? 
W

ill p
eo

p
le th

in
k
 y

o
u
 are stran

g
e
?
 

 A
s a

lw
a
y
s y

o
u
 m

u
st fo

llo
w

 y
o

u
r h

eart. S
o
, g

o
 if y

o
u

’d
 lik

e to
 an

d
 d

o
n
’t h

id
e y

o
u
r tears. It’s q

u
ite a

ll rig
h
t to

 m
iss y

o
u
r o

w
n
 ch

ild
 

w
h
ile ce

le
b
ratin

g
 th

e ach
ie

v
e
m

e
n
ts o

f o
th

ers. 
 Ju

st rem
e
m

b
er: T

h
at y

o
u
r in

stin
cts are th

e m
o

st im
p
o

rtan
t o

n
es; th

at n
o
 o

n
e e

lse can
 m

ak
e th

is d
ec

isio
n
 fo

r y
o

u
, an

d
 th

at it d
o

esn
’t 

rea
lly

 m
atter w

h
at o

th
er p

eo
p
le th

in
k
. 

 It w
as y

o
u
r ch

ild
 w

h
o

 d
ied

. T
h
is is y

o
u
r p

a
in

 a
n
d
 y

o
u
 h

av
e th

e rig
h
t to

 fee
l it an

d
 d

ea
l w

ith
 it in

 y
o

u
r o

w
n
 w

a
y
 –

 an
d
 m

a
y
 a b

it 
m

o
re h

e
a
lin

g
 tak

e p
lace in

 th
e d

o
in

g
.  

 
 P

eg
g
y G

ib
so

n
,  

T
C

F
 N

a
sh

ville, T
N
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T
h

o
u

g
h

ts a
b

o
u

t M
o
th

e
r
’s D

a
y

 

A
s I th

in
k
 a

b
o

u
t M

o
th

er’s D
a
y
 th

is y
ear I b

eco
m

e v
ery

 n
o

sta
lg

ic. E
v
ery

 sp
rin

g
 d

u
rin

g
 m

y
 

e
le

m
e
n
tary

 sc
h
o

o
l d

a
y
s, I lo

o
k
ed

 fo
rw

ard
 to

 th
e d

ay
 th

e o
rd

er fo
rm

 fo
r o

u
r p

la
n
ts fo

r M
o
th

er’s D
a
y
 c

a
m

e fro
m

 o
u
r lo

ca
l flo

rist. I 
a
lw

a
y
s o

rd
ered

 p
an

sie
s fo

r m
y
 m

o
m

, th
e o

n
es w

ith
 p

u
rp

le a
n
d
 y

e
llo

w
 o

r y
e
llo

w
 a

n
d
 b

ro
w

n
. I co

u
ld

 h
ard

ly
 w

a
it fo

r th
e d

eliv
ery

 d
a
y
 

to
 co

m
e, so

 th
at I co

u
ld

 p
rese

n
t th

e
m

 to
 m

y
 m

o
th

er. S
h
e a

lw
a
y
s rece

iv
ed

 th
e
m

 w
ith

 m
u

c
h
 su

rp
rise a

n
d
 ap

p
rec

iatio
n
, as if it w

e
re a 

g
ift sh

e h
ad

 n
e
v
er rece

iv
ed

 b
e
fo

re o
r ev

e
n
 e

x
p
ected

. 
 A

s a ch
ild

, M
o
th

er’s D
a
y
 w

as a
n
 im

p
o

rtan
t o

ccasio
n
 to

 m
y
 fa

m
ily

. M
y
 d

ad
 a

lw
a
y
s in

sisted
 w

e w
ear th

e trad
itio

n
a
l carn

atio
n
s: w

h
ite 

if o
n
e
’s m

o
th

er w
as d

eceased
, red

 if still liv
in

g
. H

e
 w

o
u
ld

 m
ak

e a sp
ec

ia
l trip

 to
 th

e flo
rist to

 p
u
rch

ase th
e
m

. W
e w

o
u

ld
 atten

d
 

ch
u
rc

h
, an

d
 th

e
n
 d

riv
e to

 a n
earb

y
 c

ity
 fo

r lu
n
c
h
. 

 I rem
e
m

b
er c

learly
 m

y
 first M

o
th

er’s D
a
y
 b

e
in

g
 “th

e m
o

m
.” O

u
r A

n
n
a w

as o
n
ly

 a
b
o

u
t th

ree w
eek

s o
ld

, so
 I h

ad
 a v

ery
 lim

ited
 id

ea 
o

f w
h
at it really

 m
e
a
n
t to

 b
e “th

e m
o

m
.” B

u
t I d

o
 re

m
e
m

b
er b

e
in

g
 treated

 lik
e a q

u
een

 a
n
d
 e

n
jo

y
in

g
 e

v
ery

 m
in

u
te o

f it. 
 O

v
er th

e n
e
x
t sev

era
l y

ears as w
e ra

ised
 o

u
r tw

o
 d

au
g
h
ters, m

y
 h

u
sb

a
n
d
 co

n
tin

u
ed

 to
 affirm

 th
e w

o
m

en
 o

f o
u
r fa

m
ily

. O
n
 M

o
th

er’s 
D

a
y
 h

e a
lw

a
y
s b

o
u
g
h
t ro

ses fo
r each

 o
f h

is g
irls. A

n
n
a w

o
u

ld
 g

et a y
e
llo

w
 o

n
e. D

eb
b
ie w

o
u
ld

 g
et a p

eac
h

-co
lo

red
 o

n
e. T

h
e red

 ro
ses 

w
ere fo

r m
e. W

h
e
n
 th

e g
irls w

ere y
o

u
n
g
 I w

o
u
ld

 rece
iv

e an
d
 treasu

re th
e
ir h

a
n
d

-m
ad

e card
s. A

s th
e
y
 g

rew
 in

to
 y

o
u
n
g
 ad

u
lts, th

e
ir 

ch
o

ice
s in

 p
u
rc

h
ased

 card
s w

ere ju
st as sig

n
ific

a
n
t. E

v
ery

 y
ear as M

o
th

er’s D
a
y
 ap

p
ro

ach
ed

, w
e lo

o
k
ed

 fo
rw

ard
 ag

a
in

 to
 sp

en
d

in
g
 

th
e d

a
y
 to

g
eth

er as a fa
m

ily
. W

e w
o

u
ld

 atten
d
 ch

u
rch

, g
o

 o
u
t fo

r m
y
 fa

v
o

rite b
ru

n
c
h
, h

a
v
e lo

ts o
f co

n
v
ersatio

n
, fill o

u
r b

e
llie

s to
 th

e 
m

a
x
, lau

g
h
 u

n
til w

e cried
, b

e silly
, m

ak
e m

e
m

o
ries... T

h
at w

as b
e
fo

re
…

 
 T

h
e
n
 th

e u
n
th

in
k
a
b
le h

ap
p
e
n
ed

. O
u
r d

au
g
h
ter, A

n
n
a, d

ied
. H

o
w

 co
u
ld

 th
o

se sp
ec

ia
l d

a
y
s o

f lo
v
e a

n
d

 to
g
eth

ern
ess, lau

g
h
ter an

d
 fu

n
 

b
eco

m
e a

m
o

n
g
 th

e m
o

st d
read

ed
 d

ay
s a m

o
th

er m
u
st face

? H
o

w
 co

u
ld

 th
o

se d
ay

s th
at w

e h
ad

 o
n
ce an

tic
ip

ated
 w

ith
 jo

y
 a

n
d
 ex

c
ite-

m
e
n
t b

rin
g
 su

c
h
 u

n
b
e
lie

v
a
b
le h

eartach
e a

n
d
 co

n
fu

sio
n
, lo

n
e
lin

e
ss a

n
d
 tears?

 
 D

u
rin

g
 th

o
se first few

 y
ears w

e w
ere sim

p
ly

 lo
st. T

h
is w

as n
ew

, u
n
d
e
sired

, a
n
d
 certain

ly
 n

o
t req

u
ested

, territo
ry

 th
at w

e h
ad

 b
ee

n
 

fo
rced

 to
 en

ter. W
h
at w

ere w
e su

p
p
o

sed
 to

 d
o

? H
o
w

 w
ere w

e su
p
p
o

sed
 to

 act? I ju
st w

an
ted

 to
 ru

n
 aw

a
y
 o

r stay
 in

 b
ed

 w
ith

 th
e 

sh
eets o

v
er m

y
 h

ead
. T

h
e trad

itio
n
s w

e h
ad

 co
m

e to
 lo

v
e an

d
 e

n
jo

y
 b

eca
m

e in
ten

se
ly

 p
a
in

fu
l. It b

eca
m

e a
n
 im

p
o

ssib
le task

 to
 a

tten
d
 

ch
u
rc

h
 serv

ice
s o

r g
o

 o
u
t fo

r b
ru

n
c
h
. S

ee
in

g
 fa

m
ilies en

jo
y
in

g
 th

e
ir to

g
eth

ern
ess p

ierced
 m

y
 h

e
art w

ith
 a

n
 en

d
le

ss ac
h
e. M

y
 tear-

fille
d
 e

y
e
s b

u
rn

ed
 at th

e th
o

u
g
h
t o

f b
e
in

g
 su

rro
u
n
d

ed
 b

y
 “in

ta
ct” fa

m
ilies. F

ee
lin

g
s o

f an
g

er an
d
 rese

n
tm

e
n
t o

v
erw

h
e
lm

ed
 m

y
 h

eart. 
O

n
 th

e in
sid

e I w
an

ted
 to

 lash
 o

u
t at all th

o
se m

o
th

ers an
d
 fath

ers w
h
o

 w
ere su

rro
u
n
d
ed

 b
y
 a

ll o
f th

e
ir ch

ild
re

n
 a

n
d
 th

o
se sisters an

d
 

b
ro

th
ers w

h
o

 h
ad

 n
o

 clu
e w

h
at it w

o
u
ld

 b
e lik

e to
 lo

se a sib
lin

g
. A

s th
e d

a
y
 d

rew
 to

 a clo
se I fe

lt trem
en

d
o

u
s re

lie
f th

at it w
as o

v
er. 

E
x
h
au

sted
, I w

o
u
ld

 la
y
 sile

n
tly

 w
ith

 m
y
 h

ead
 o

n
 m

y
 p

illo
w

 as q
u

iet tears lu
lled

 m
e to

 sleep
. 

 T
h
e fee

lin
g

s th
at I h

av
e sh

ared
 are n

o
t u

n
co

m
m

o
n
 in

 th
e early

 y
e
ars o

f g
rie

f w
ith

 th
o

se w
h
o

 h
a
v
e e

x
p

erie
n
ced

 th
e d

eath
 o

f a c
h
ild

, 
g
ran

d
c
h
ild

 o
r sib

lin
g
. If y

o
u
 o

r so
m

eo
n
e y

o
u
 care ab

o
u
t h

as ex
p
erie

n
ced

 th
e d

eath
 o

f a ch
ild

, I o
ffer so

m
e su

g
g
e
stio

n
s fro

m
 th

o
se 

w
h
o

 h
a
v
e b

ee
n
 th

ere to
 h

e
lp

 y
o

u
 d

o
 to

 m
ak

e it th
ro

u
g
h
 th

is tim
e. 

 
R

ea
lize th

is d
a
y
 is fu

ll o
f p

o
ten

tia
l fo

r a m
u

ltitu
d
e o

f fee
lin

g
s to

 sn
eak

 u
p
 o

n
 y

o
u
 an

d
 catch

 y
o

u
 b

y
 su

rp
rise. 

E
sp

ec
ia

lly
 d

u
rin

g
 th

o
se early

 y
e
ars, d

o
 w

h
atev

er w
o

rk
s fo

r y
o

u
. T

h
is m

a
y
 b

e a tim
e o

f b
e
in

g
 in

 “su
rv

iv
a
l m

o
d
e.” T

ry
in

g
 to

 
p

lea
se e

v
ery

o
n
e e

lse ca
n
 cau

se u
n
d
u
e stress. 

If y
o

u
 h

a
v
e su

rv
iv

in
g
 c

h
ild

ren
 w

h
o

 w
an

t to
 h

o
n
o
r y

o
u
, co

m
m

u
n
icate y

o
u
r fee

lin
g
s to

 th
e
m

. L
et th

e
m

 k
n
o

w
 th

at w
h
ile y

o
u
 are 

g
rie

v
in

g
 th

e d
eath

 o
f th

e
ir b

ro
th

er o
r sister, y

o
u
 still lo

v
e th

e
m

. 
T

ry
 to

 k
eep

 th
in

g
s sim

p
le a

n
d
 u

n
co

m
p

licated
. 

V
isit th

e ce
m

etery
. 

Y
o

u
 m

a
y
 c

h
o

o
se to

 p
reten

d
 th

e d
a
y
 ju

st d
o

es n
o
t ex

ist an
d
 d

o
 so

m
eth

in
g
 co

m
p

lete
ly

 u
n
re

lated
 to

 M
o
th

er’s D
a
y
. C

lea
n
 th

e 
h
o

u
se, tak

e a n
ap

, g
et o

u
t o

f to
w

n
. O

n
e o

f m
y
 C

o
m

p
assio

n
ate F

rie
n
d

s sp
e
n
d
s M

o
th

er’s D
a
y
 at H

o
m

e D
ep

o
t. N

o
 o

n
e b

o
th

ers 
h
er th

ere o
r m

e
n
tio

n
s M

o
th

er’s D
a
y
. 

H
av

e a g
o

o
d
 cry

. If y
o

u
 h

a
v
e tro

u
b
le cry

in
g
, ju

st sto
p
 b

y
 a card

 sh
o

p
 an

d
 read

 a card
 o

r tw
o
. M

ay
b
e ev

e
n
 b

u
y
 th

e card
 th

at y
o

u
 

b
e
lie

v
e y

o
u
r ch

ild
 w

o
u
ld

 g
iv

e y
o

u
. 

G
o

 to
 th

e rec
y
c
le b

in
 a

n
d
 b

re
ak

 g
la

ss in
to

 th
e p

ro
p
er recep

tac
le. 

K
n
o

w
 th

at th
e d

a
y
s b

e
fo

re th
e h

o
lid

a
y
 m

a
y
 b

e w
o

rse th
an

 th
e actu

a
l d

a
y
. 

 A
s w

ith
 a

ll h
o

lid
a
y
s, b

e reassu
red

 th
at w

h
at y

o
u
 d

o
 th

is y
e
ar d

o
es n

o
t h

a
v
e to

 b
e w

h
at y

o
u
 d

o
 n

ex
t y

ea
r. A

s m
y
 C

o
m

p
assio

n
ate 

F
rie

n
d
s a

n
d
 I h

a
v
e fo

u
n
d
, w

ith
 p

ro
p
er g

rie
f w

o
rk

 o
v
er tim

e, th
e in

ten
sity

 o
f o

u
r fee

lin
g
s h

as so
ften

ed
. T

h
is w

ill h
ap

p
e
n
 fo

r y
o

u
, as 

w
e
ll. In

 th
e m

ea
n
tim

e, b
e g

e
n
tle w

ith
 y

o
u
rse

lf. A
n
d
 rem

e
m

b
er, “y

o
u
 n

eed
 n

o
t w

alk
 a

lo
n
e.”

 
 

P
a
u
la

 F
u
n
k
 

T
C

F
 S

a
fe H

a
rb

o
r C

h
a
p
ter, M

I 
In

 lo
vin

g
 m

em
o
ry o

f m
y d

a
u
g
h
ter, A

n
n
a
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L
o
v
e L

iv
es O

n
 

 

E
v
ery

 seco
n
d
, o

f ev
ery

 m
in

u
te, o

f ev
ery

 h
o
u
r, o

f ev
ery

 d
a
y
 …

 I th
in

k
 o

f y
o
u

! 

W
h

y y
o

u
 left? W

h
at I co

u
ld

 h
av

e d
o
n

e? …
 A

n
d

 n
o
w

, w
h

at d
o
 I d

o
? 

 

F
o
r th

e first eig
h
t m

o
n
th

s y
o
u
 left m

e …
 m

y
 h

eart k
n

ew
 it w

as tru
e, 

B
u
t m

y
 m

in
d
 k

ep
t sa

yin
g
 "y

o
u
're n

o
t g

o
n

e" …
 th

e p
ain

 m
ad

e m
e th

e fo
o
l! 

 

F
o
r th

e seco
n
d
 eig

h
t m

o
n
th

s, I to
ld

 m
y
self …

 th
at y

o
u
 w

ere ju
st aw

ay. 

I k
n
ew

 th
at y

o
u
 w

ere co
m

in
g
 h

o
m

e …
 an

d
 I w

aited
 fo

r th
at d

a
y
. 

 

T
h

ese last few
 m

o
n
th

s I'v
e seen

 th
e tru

th
 …

 y
o
u
 w

ill n
o
t b

e co
m

in
g
 h

o
m

e! 

F
o
r G

o
d
 h

as called
 y

o
u
 to

 h
is sid

e …
 an

d
 left m

e o
n
 m

y
 o

w
n
. 

 

If I'd
 h

a
v
e k

n
o
w

n
 y

o
u
'd

 b
e g

o
n
e th

is lo
n
g
 …

 I'd
 h

av
e tried

 to
 fa

ce m
y
 fears. 

T
h
at o

n
ly

 m
y
 d

ream
s w

o
u
ld

 h
o
ld

 th
e d

o
o
r …

 w
h

ere I'd
 see y

o
u

 th
ro

u
g
h
 th

e y
ears. 

 

W
e're n

o
t m

ean
t to

 b
u
ry

 o
u
r b

ab
ies …

 it's life's m
o
st trag

ic fla
w

. 

F
o
r it tak

es a p
iece o

f ea
ch

 o
f u

s …
 an

d
 th

e w
o
u
n
d
s …

 so
 d

eep
 …

 so
 raw

. 

 

It's b
een

 tw
o
 y

ea
rs sin

ce y
o
u
 ch

o
se to

 lea
v
e …

 I p
ra

y G
o
d
 h

o
ld

s y
o
u
 n

ear. 

I h
o
p

e h
e k

n
o
w

s th
e m

an
 y

o
u
 are …

 g
en

tle an
d
 sin

cere! 

 

I'm
 n

o
t su

re w
h
at to

 d
o
 w

ith
 m

y
 life …

 n
o
w

 th
at y

o
u
 are g

o
n

e. 

E
ach

 d
a
y
 is filled

 w
ith

 em
p
tin

ess …
 an

d
 th

e p
ain

 co
n
tin

u
es o

n
. 

 

T
h

e sleep
less n

ig
h
ts are m

u
ch

 th
e sam

e …
 as th

e n
u
m

b
n

ess b
ro

u
g
h
t b

y d
a
y
. 

I w
alk

 th
e w

alk
 …

 talk
 th

e talk
 …

 let life b
rin

g
 w

h
at it m

a
y
. 

 

T
h

e tw
o
 y

ears th
at y

o
u
'v

e b
een

 aw
a
y …

 I'v
e search

ed
 m

y
 h

ea
rt an

d
 so

u
l. 

I'v
e learn

ed
 th

at I m
u
st carry

 o
n
 …

 to
 k

eep
 y

o
u
r m

em
o
ry

 w
h

o
le. 

 

S
o
 I p

ra
y
 to

 G
o
d

 h
e k

eep
s y

o
u

 sa
fe …

 u
n
til h

e b
rin

g
s m

e h
o
m

e. 

F
o
r I p

ro
m

ise, S
o
n
, in

 life o
r d

eath
 …

 y
o
u
 w

ill n
ev

er stan
d
 alo

n
e. 

 

M
o
v
in

g
 o

n
 is u

n
im

ag
in

ab
le …

 b
u
t it's w

h
at I h

av
e to

 d
o
. 

I k
n
o
w

 th
at G

o
d
 w

ill h
o
ld

 m
y
 h

an
d
 …

 an
d
, in

 tim
e, b

rin
g
 m

e h
o
m

e to
 y

o
u
. 

 

It tru
ly

 is a w
alk

 fo
r o

n
e …

 o
n
e th

at n
o
n

e else can
 sh

are. 

Ju
st p

ro
m

ise m
e, w

h
en

 m
y
 tim

e co
m

es …
 y

o
u
'll b

e w
aitin

g
 fo

r m
e th

ere. 

 

I lo
v
e y

o
u
 B

rice, m
o
re th

an
 w

o
rd

s can
 sa

y …
 an

d
 th

is I k
n

o
w

 is tru
e. 

T
h
at w

h
en

 m
y
 jo

u
rn

ey
 co

m
es to

 en
d
 …

 I'll b
e stan

d
in

g
 th

ere w
ith

 y
o
u

! 

 

B
etsy P

. R
u
sh

 K
ro

n
 

T
C

F
 A

n
ch

o
rag

e, A
K

 

In
 M

em
o
ry

 o
f m

y
 so

n
, B

rice B
o
b
b

y
 K

ro
n
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M
o
th

e
r’s D

a
y

 R
ev

isite
d

 
 M

a
n
y
 o

f u
s in

 T
C

F
 d

o
 n

o
t lo

o
k
 fo

rw
ard

 to
 M

o
th

er’s D
a
y
. O

n
 th

is h
o

lid
a
y
, w

h
e
n
 th

e w
h
o

le n
atio

n
 is c

e
le

b
ratin

g
 th

e jo
y
s o

f 
p
aren

th
o

o
d
, g

rie
v
in

g
 p

aren
ts o

ften
 fee

l a sp
ec

ia
l a

n
g
u

ish
. 

 M
o
th

er’s D
a
y
 th

is y
ear lo

o
m

s as a p
articu

larly
 d

ifficu
lt m

ile
sto

n
e fo

r m
e, S

u
n
d
a
y
, M

a
y
 1

0
, 1

9
9
8
, is n

o
t o

n
ly

 M
o

th
er’s D

a
y
 b

u
t a

lso
 

th
e seco

n
d
 an

n
iv

ersary
 o

f th
e d

eath
 o

f m
y
 ten

-y
e
ar-o

ld
 so

n
, Jaco

b
. B

ecau
se th

is d
a
y
 o

f p
riv

ate sad
n
e
ss a

lso
 h

ap
p
en

s to
 b

e a d
ay

 o
f 

p
u
b
lic ce

le
b
ratio

n
, I d

ecid
ed

 th
at I sh

o
u

ld
 start th

in
k

in
g
 early

 a
b
o

u
t th

e o
ccasio

n
. I en

g
ag

ed
 in

 a little researc
h
 ab

o
u
t th

e
 h

o
lid

a
y
 

an
d
 learn

ed
 a sto

ry
 th

at I th
in

k
 is w

o
rth

 sh
arin

g
. 

 M
o
th

er’s D
a
y
 w

as th
e creatio

n
 o

f a w
o

m
a
n
 n

a
m

ed
 A

n
n
a Jarv

is in
 th

e early
 y

e
ars o

f th
is ce

n
tu

ry
. A

n
n
a, w

h
o

 n
ev

er m
arried

 an
d
 

n
e
v
er h

ad
 ch

ild
re

n
 o

f h
er o

w
n
, d

ev
o
ted

 h
erse

lf to
 estab

lish
in

g
 a n

atio
n
a
l M

o
th

er’s D
a
y
 a

s a w
a
y
 o

f h
o

n
o

rin
g
 h

er b
e
lo

v
ed

 m
o

th
er, 

w
h
o

 d
ied

 o
n
 M

a
y
 9

, 1
9
0
5
. In

 A
n
n
a
’s v

iew
, h

er m
o

th
er d

eserv
ed

 a m
e
m

o
ria

l b
e
cau

se sh
e h

ad
 liv

ed
 se

lflessly
 a

n
d
 e

n
d
u
red

 co
n
sid

er-
ab

le su
fferin

g
 - se

v
e
n
 o

f h
er e

le
v
e
n
 c

h
ild

re
n
 h

ad
 d

ied
 in

 early
 c

h
ild

h
o

o
d
. A

cco
rd

in
g
 to

 h
isto

ria
n
s, A

n
n
a
’s m

o
th

er m
o

u
rn

ed
 th

e 
d
eath

s o
f h

er ch
ild

re
n
 th

ro
u
g
h
o

u
t h

er life. 
 A

n
n
a in

sisted
 th

at th
e h

o
lid

a
y
 a

lw
a
y
s fa

ll o
n
 a S

u
n
d
a
y
 so

 th
at it w

o
u
ld

 retain
 its sp

iritu
a
l m

o
o

rin
g
s. B

ecau
se o

f h
er e

ffo
rts, P

resi-
d
en

t W
o

o
d
ro

w
 W

ilso
n
 fin

a
lly

 p
ro

c
la

im
ed

 th
e seco

n
d
 S

u
n
d

a
y
 in

 M
a
y
 as M

o
th

er’s D
a
y
. A

lth
o

u
g
h
 A

n
n
a co

u
ld

n
’t p

rev
e
n
t th

e n
ew

 
h
o

lid
a
y
 fro

m
 q

u
ick

ly
 b

eco
m

in
g
 a m

ark
etin

g
 p

h
e
n
o

m
e
n
o

n
, sh

e d
id

 try
. S

p
eak

in
g
 o

u
t ag

ain
st “th

e m
ire

 o
f co

m
m

erc
ia

lizatio
n
” th

at 
th

reaten
ed

 to
 en

g
u

lf M
o

th
er’s D

a
y
, A

n
n
a attem

p
ted

 to
 p

reserv
e h

er creatio
n
 as a tru

e “h
o

ly
 d

a
y
,” a tim

e fo
r so

le
m

n
 re

flectio
n
 a

n
d
 

p
ra

y
er. 

 M
o
th

er’s D
a
y
, th

en
, w

as b
o

rn
e o

f a d
au

g
h
ter’s g

rie
f a

n
d
 lo

v
e. M

o
re im

p
o

rtan
tly

, it w
as in

te
n
d
ed

 as a trib
u
te to

 a b
ereav

ed
 m

o
th

er-a 
b
ra

v
e w

o
m

a
n
 w

h
o

 lo
st m

u
ltip

le c
h
ild

re
n
 b

u
t w

h
o

 m
a
n
ag

ed
 to

 liv
e w

ith
 an

 a
b
id

in
g
 k

in
d

n
e
ss a

n
d
 g

e
n
e
ro

sity
 to

w
ard

 o
th

ers. I lik
e 

k
n
o

w
in

g
 th

is b
a
ck

g
ro

u
n
d
, an

d
 m

y
 attitu

d
e to

w
ard

s M
o
th

er’s D
a
y
 h

a
s b

e
e
n
 co

lo
red

 b
y
 th

e k
n
o

w
led

g
e. T

h
e h

o
lid

a
y
 n

o
w

 m
ak

e
s m

e 
th

in
k
 o

f th
e co

m
m

o
n
 so

rro
w

 th
at lin

k
s a

ll b
erea

v
ed

 p
aren

ts. I fee
l a b

o
n
d
 w

ith
 A

n
n
a

’s m
o

th
er th

at stretch
es o

v
er tim

e a
n
d
 sp

ac
e. In

 
a b

ro
ad

er sen
se, th

e w
o

m
a
n
 fo

r w
h
o

m
 th

e h
o

lid
a
y
 w

as fo
u
n
d
ed

 re
m

in
d

s m
e o

f p
eo

p
le I’v

e m
et at T

C
F

 w
h
o

 h
a
v
e co

n
tin

u
ed

 to
 liv

e 
p
ro

d
u
ctiv

e, m
ea

n
in

g
fu

l liv
es in

 th
e face o

f u
n
th

in
k

ab
le lo

ss.  
 F

in
a
lly

, M
o

th
er’s D

a
y
 in

 its o
rig

in
s sy

m
b
o

lize
s b

o
th

 th
e jo

y
 a

n
d
 th

e v
u

ln
era

b
ility

 in
h
ere

n
t in

 p
aren

th
o

o
d
. A

n
n
a
’s m

o
th

er k
n
ew

 a
ll 

to
o
 w

e
ll th

at fro
m

 th
e m

o
m

e
n
t a ch

ild
 is b

o
rn

, h
o

p
e an

d
 th

e p
o

ssib
ility

 o
f trag

ed
y
 g

o
 h

an
d
 in

 h
a
n
d
. S

h
e u

n
d
ersto

o
d
 th

e frag
ility

 o
f 

life. 
 E

n
ric

h
ed

 b
y
 its o

w
n
 h

isto
ry

, M
o
th

er’s D
a
y
 is e

asie
r fo

r m
e to

 to
lerate. T

h
e co

in
c
id

e
n
ce o

f d
ates th

is y
ear-M

o
th

er’s D
a
y
 a

n
d
 th

e 
an

n
iv

ersary
 o

f m
y
 so

n
’s d

eath
-is n

o
t as jarrin

g
 as it o

n
ce see

m
ed

. A
lth

o
u
g
h
 th

e co
m

m
erc

ia
l im

ag
es o

f th
e m

o
d
ern

 M
o

th
er’s D

a
y
 

still m
ak

e m
e w

in
ce, I can

 tu
rn

 o
ff th

e te
le

v
isio

n
 a

n
d
 e

n
v
isio

n
 th

e k
in

d
 o

f d
a
y
 th

at A
n
n
a Jarv

is h
ad

 in
 m

in
d
: a tim

e fo
r q

u
ie

t reflec-
tio

n
 an

d
 th

e sh
arin

g
 o

f c
h
erish

ed
 m

e
m

o
rie

s. 
B

a
rb

a
ra

 A
tw

o
o
d

 
In

 m
em

o
ry o

f Ja
co

b
 

T
C

F
, T

u
cso

n
, A

rizo
n
a

 

 

If I h
ad

 k
n
o

w
n

 

T
h
e p

a
in

 I’d
 b

ear 

T
h
e sad

n
e
ss a

n
d
 th

e g
reat d

esp
a
ir 

W
o

u
ld

 I h
a
v
e c

h
o

sen
 th

e p
ath

 I d
id

  

T
o
 h

av
e th

is c
h
ild

 

W
h
o

 so
 b

rie
fly

 liv
ed

?
 

 Y
es, I am

 certa
in

 

T
h
at I w

o
u
ld

  

F
o

r all th
e lau

g
h
ter 

A
ll th

e g
o

o
d
. 

  

 H
e tau

g
h
t u

s all 

S
o
 m

u
c
h
 y

o
u
 see

 

T
h
ro

u
g
h
 h

is k
in

d
n
ess, 

L
o

v
e an

d
 g

e
n
ero

sity
. 

 T
h
o

u
g
h
 h

e
’s g

o
n
e
 

F
ro

m
 u

s p
h
y
sic

a
lly

 

H
e liv

es o
n
 in

 o
u
r h

earts 

E
tern

a
lly

. 

 

 S
an

d
y
 R

o
u
sh

 

T
C

F
 L

ak
e
s A

rea, M
I 

A
 M

o
th

er
’s L

a
m

e
n

t 
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