
April 2015 

Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each 

month at 7:15 with the exception of December. 

 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 

3801 E. 26th Street 

Sioux Falls, SD 

There is no religious affiliation. 

 

www.compassionatefriendsofsiouxfalls.org 

 

The Compassionate Friends is a support group 

for those who have experienced the death of a 

child at any age, for any reason. 

Upcoming Meeting: April 7, 2015 
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st as w

e sh
are w

ith
 each

 o
th

er o
u

r lo
ve fo

r th
e ch

ild
re

n
 w

h
o

 h
a

ve 

d
ied

. W
e are all see

kin
g an

d
 stru

gglin
g to

 b
u

ild
 a fu

tu
re fo

r o
u

rselves, b
u

t w
e are co

m
m

itt
ed

 to
 b

u
ild

in
g a fu

tu
re to

geth
er.  W

e 

reach
 o

u
t to

 each
 o

th
er in

 lo
ve to

 sh
are th

e p
ain

 as w
ell as th

e jo
y, sh

are th
e an

ger as w
ell as th

e p
e

ace, sh
are th

e faith
 a

s w
ell 

as th
e d

o
u

b
ts, an

d
 h

e
lp

 each
 o

th
er to

 grieve as w
ell as to

 gro
w

. W
e N

ee
d

 N
o

t W
alk A

lo
n

e. W
e A

re Th
e C

o
m

p
assio

n
ate Frien

d
s.  

T
h
e M

arch
 m

eetin
g
 o

f T
h
e C

o
m

p
assio

n
ate 

F
rien

d
s w

as h
eld

 o
n
 M

arch
 3

, 2
0
1
5
, w

ith
 1

4
 

m
em

b
ers p

resen
t.  A

 g
o
o
d
 d

iscu
ssio

n
 w

as h
eld

 
reg

ard
in

g
 th

e fo
llo

w
in

g
 q

u
estio

n
s: “W

h
at 

b
ro

u
g
h
t y

o
u
 to

 T
C

F
?  W

h
at w

ere y
o
u
 h

o
p
in

g
 

to
 fin

d
?  W

h
y
 d

o
 y

o
u
 co

n
tin

u
e to

 co
m

e?”  If 
an

y
 m

em
b
ers w

h
o
 w

ere u
n
ab

le to
 atten

d
 h

av
e  

th
o
u
g
h
ts o

n
 th

ese q
u
estio

n
s, w

e w
o
u
ld

 lo
v
e fo

r 
y
o
u
 to

 co
n
tact o

n
e o

f th
e lead

ers an
d
 sh

are 
y
o
u
r th

o
u

g
h
ts. 

G
rief an

d
 sad

n
ess k

n
its tw

o
 

h
earts in

 clo
ser b

o
n
d
s th

an
 

h
ap

p
in

ess ev
er can

; an
d
 co

m
-

m
o
n
 su

fferin
g
s are far stro

n
g
er 

th
an

 co
m

m
o
n
 jo

y
s. 

A
lp

h
o
n
se d

eL
a
m

a
rtin

e 
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In
 case o

f in
clem

en
t w

eath
e
r o

n
 th

e n
ig

h
t o

f o
u
r m

o
n
th

ly
 

m
eetin

g
s, a can

cellatio
n
 n

o
tice w

ill b
e p

u
t o

n
 th

e K
elo

lan
d

 
C

lo
selin

e.  P
lea

se refer to
 th

is site in
 th

e fu
tu

re if th
ere is 

an
y
 q

u
estio

n
 as to

 w
h
eth

er o
r n

o
t th

e m
eetin

g
 w

ill b
e h

eld
. 

 w
w

w
.k

elo
lan

d
.co

m
/w

eath
er/clo

selin
e/ 

 

H
O

N
O

R
A

R
Y

 A
S

S
O

C
IA

T
E

S
 O

F
 C

O
M

P
A

S
S

IO
N

A
T

E
 F

R
IE

N
D

S
 

S
p
o
n
so

rs are co
n
sid

ered
 H

o
n
o
rary

 A
sso

ciates o
f o

u
r o

rg
an

izatio
n
 an

d
 are reco

g
n
ized

 at th
e lev

el o
f th

eir 

d
o
n
atio

n
.  W

e w
o
u
ld

 lik
e to

 o
ffer o

u
r sin

cere an
d
 g

ratefu
l ap

p
reciatio

n
 to

 th
e fo

llo
w

in
g
 su

p
p
o
rters: 

D
IA

M
O

N
D

 ($
5
0
0
) 

 

F
irst P

rem
ier B

a
n
k

 

  P
L

A
T

IN
U

M
 ($

2
5
0
) 

D
ia

m
o

n
d
 M

o
w

ers, In
c. 

D
E

 &
 T

S
 (Jo

sh
 F

ied
ler) 

S
isso

n
 P

rin
tin

g
 

    

G
O

L
D

 ($
1
5
0
)  

S
o

il T
ec

h
n
o

lo
g

ies, In
c. 

H
eritag

e F
u
n
era

l H
o

m
e
 

M
iller F

u
n
era

l H
o

m
e 

       

S
IL

V
E

R
 ($

1
0
0
) 

G
eo

rg
e B

o
o

m
 F

u
n
era

l H
o

m
e
 

D
in

d
o

t-K
lu

sm
a
n
 F

u
n
era

l 
H

o
m

e 

C
ath

o
lic F

a
m

ily
 S

erv
ices 

F
a
m

ily
 M

e
m

o
ria

ls b
y
 G

ib
so

n
 

W
e
ila

n
d
 F

u
n
era

l C
h
ap

e
l 

K
e
y
 R

e
a
l E

state—
Jim

 C
arlso

n
 

M
in

n
e
h
a
h
a F

u
n
era

l H
o

m
e
 

H
artq

u
ist F

u
n
era

l H
o

m
e
 

C
aro

lin
e C

h
risto

p
h
er 

D
r. R

ic
h
ard

 H
o

w
ard

 

 

F
ib

erg
lass R

ep
a
ir 

Ju
lie Jo

b
—

R
e/M

a
x
 P

ro
fe

s-

sio
n
a
ls 

  B
R

O
N

Z
E

 ($
5
0
) 

K
n
u
d

so
n
 &

 B
u
se

m
a
n
 In

su
r-

an
c
e
 

S
h
a
ffer M

e
m

o
ria

ls 

S
p
ec

ia
l th

a
n
k
s to

: 

 
W

E
S

T
M

IN
S

T
E

R
 P

R
E

S
B

Y
T

E
R

IA
N

 C
H

U
R

C
H

—
h
o

stin
g
 o

u
r m

o
n
th

ly
 m

eetin
g

s 

 
M

IL
L

E
R

 F
U

N
E

R
A

L
 H

O
M

E
—

p
ro

v
id

in
g
 co

o
k
ie

s fo
r o

u
r m

eetin
g
s 

 
A

V
E

R
A

 —
d
o

n
atin

g
 th

e p
rin

tin
g
 o

f o
u
r n

ew
sletters 



F
o
r M

y
 C

o
m

p
a
ssio

n
a
te

 F
r
ien

d
s 

 

H
o

w
 is it th

at I k
n
o
w

 y
o
u

?
 

H
o

w
’d

 y
o
u
 g

et in
to

 m
y
 life?

 

S
o
m

etim
es w

h
en

 I lo
o
k
 at y

o
u
, 

It cu
ts m

e lik
e a k

n
ife. 

I d
o
 n

o
t w

an
t to

 k
n
o
w

 y
o
u
, 

I d
o
n

’t w
an

t to
 cro

ss th
at lin

e. 

L
et’s b

o
th

 g
o
 b

ack
 in

to
 th

e p
ast, 

W
h
en

 ev
ery

th
in

g
 w

as fin
e. 

Y
o
u
’v

e h
eld

 m
e an

d
 y

o
u

’v
e h

u
g
g
ed

 m
e, 

A
n
d
 d

ried
 a tear o

r tw
o
, 

Y
et, y

o
u

’re p
ractically

 a stran
g
er, 

W
h

y
 d

o
 y

o
u
 d

o
 th

e th
in

g
s y

o
u
 d

o
?
 

O
f co

u
rse, I k

n
o
w

 th
e reaso

n
, 

W
e are in

 th
is C

lu
b
 w

e’re in
, 

A
n
d
 w

h
y
 w

e h
o
ld

 o
n
 to

 each
 o

th
er 

L
ik

e w
e are lo

n
g

-lo
st k

in
. 

F
o
r u

s to
 k

n
o
w

 each
 o

th
er, 

W
e h

ad
 to

 lo
se a k

id
, 

I w
ish

 I’d
 n

e
v
er m

et y
o
u
, 

B
u
t, I’m

 so
 th

an
k
fu

l th
at I d

id
. 

M
a

rilyn
 R

o
llin

s 

T
C

F
 L

a
ke/P

o
rter C

o
u

n
ties, IN
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F
ro

m
 A

n
d
rea an

d
 Jo

el M
cC

artn
ey 

In
 lo

v
in

g m
em

o
ry o

f 

D
a
rle

n
e
 G

ra
c
e
 H

a
rm

o
n

 

F
ro

m
 F

irst P
rem

ier B
an

k
 

In
 lo

v
in

g m
em

o
ry o

f 

Ja
d

e
 T

h
ie

 

F
ro

m
 L

eA
n

n
 an

d
 K

ev
in

 K
ru

ll 

In
 lo

v
in

g m
em

o
ry o

f 

R
ya

n
 G

o
rte

r 

A
p

r
il L

o
v

e
 G

ifts 

Jo
h

n
 an

d
 Ju

an
ita O

’G
o
rm

an
 

In
 lo

v
in

g m
em

o
ry o

f 

E
rin

 G
e
a
ry
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D
o
 I H

a
v

e T
o
?
 

 
M

o
m

, d
o
 I h

a
v
e to

 sto
p
 lo

v
in

g
 m

y
 b

ro
th

er b
ecau

se h
e is n

o
t h

ere?
 

W
ill I fo

rg
et all ab

o
u
t h

im
 b

ecau
se h

e
’s n

o
t n

ear? 
I rem

em
b
er all th

e th
in

g
s w

e d
id

 to
g
eth

er, ev
en

 th
o
u
g
h
 w

e w
ere v

ery
 y

o
u
n

g
. 

I lau
g
h
 an

d
 feel w

arm
 each

 tim
e I th

in
k
 o

f a p
articu

larly
 fu

n
n

y
 o

n
e. 

S
o
m

etim
es I g

et so
 an

g
ry

 th
at h

e
’s n

o
 lo

n
g
er h

ere to
 sh

are, 
B

u
t I k

n
o
w

 h
e k

n
o
w

s it’s o
n
ly

 b
ecau

se o
f h

o
w

 m
u
ch

 I still care. 
 I m

iss h
im

, so
 ev

en
 th

o
u

g
h
 at tim

es w
e d

id
n

’t ag
ree, 

Ju
st k

n
o
w

in
g
 h

e w
as th

ere m
ad

e th
in

g
s feel safe fo

r m
e. 

H
e alw

a
y
s felt h

e h
ad

 to
 b

e m
y
 stro

n
g
, p

ro
tectiv

e b
ig

 b
ro

th
er, 

A
n
d
 th

at’s a b
o
n
d
 w

e’ll alw
ay

s sh
are fo

rev
er w

ith
 each

 o
th

er. 
 H

e tried
 to

 p
ro

tect m
e ev

en
 w

h
en

 h
e, to

o
, w

as ju
st scared

. 
N

o
, I w

o
n

’t sto
p
 lo

v
in

g
 th

at b
ig

 b
ro

th
er o

f m
in

e, 
N

o
t n

o
w

, n
o
t ev

er, n
o
t till th

e en
d
 o

f tim
e. 

H
e w

ill alw
a
y
s b

e a p
art o

f w
h
at m

ak
es m

e b
e m

e. 
A

n
d
 th

at’s th
e p

art o
f o

u
r lo

v
e th

at w
ill liv

e etern
ally

. 
 

Ja
ckie R

o
sen

 
T

C
F

 N
.D

a
d
e/S

. B
ro

w
a
rd

, F
L

 

 

W
h

e
n

 Y
o
u

 L
o
se a

n
 O

n
ly

C
h

ild
 

 T
h
e lo

ss o
f a

n
 o

n
ly

 c
h
ild

 is n
e
ith

er g
reater n

o
r less th

an
 th

e lo
ss o

f o
n
e o

f m
a
n
y
 c

h
ild

re
n
. H

o
w

ev
er, th

e lo
ss o

f an
 o

n
ly

 c
h
ild

 is 
ex

p
erie

n
c
ed

 d
iffere

n
tly

. It is d
iffere

n
t b

ecau
se y

o
u
 lo

se y
o

u
r p

aren
th

o
o

d
, w

h
ic

h
 is su

c
h
 a larg

e p
art o

f th
e life o

f a
n
y
 p

are
n
t. 

 I. W
ith

 th
e d

eath
 o

f a
n
 o

n
ly

 c
h
ild

, y
o

u
 lo

se th
e o

n
e p

erso
n
 w

h
o

 co
u
ld

 u
se a

ll o
f th

e lo
v
e y

o
u
 h

ad
 to

 g
iv

e e
v
ery

 h
o

u
r o

f e
v
ery

 d
a
y
. 

O
n
e o

f th
e secrets o

f p
aren

th
o

o
d
 is th

at fro
m

 b
irth

, ch
ild

re
n
 teach

 u
s th

at w
e h

av
e a g

reater cap
ac

ity
 fo

r u
n
se

lfish
 lo

v
e th

a
n
 w

e 
th

o
u
g
h
t p

o
ssib

le. W
h
e
n
 y

o
u
r o

n
ly

 c
h
ild

 d
ie

s, y
o

u
 m

a
y
 fe

e
l th

at y
o

u
 are d

ro
w

n
in

g
 in

 th
e p

are
n
ta

l lo
v
e
 y

o
u
r h

eart co
n
tin

u
e
s to

 g
en

-
erate fo

r th
e ch

ild
 y

o
u
 h

a
v
e lo

st. 
 2
. W

ith
 th

e d
eath

 o
f an

 o
n
ly

 c
h
ild

, y
o

u
 lo

se so
 m

u
c
h
 o

f y
o

u
r o

w
n
 fu

tu
re th

at w
as tied

 to
 y

o
u
r ch

ild
's fu

tu
re. T

h
e first d

ay
 o

f 
sc

h
o

o
l, sp

o
rts, learn

in
g
 to

 d
riv

e, a first cru
sh

, a first d
ate, a first h

eartb
reak

, h
ig

h
 sc

h
o

o
l, co

lleg
e, career, m

arriag
e, c

h
ild

re
n
, g

ran
d
-

ch
ild

re
n
, g

reat g
ran

d
ch

ild
re

n
. Y

o
u
r o

n
ly

 c
h
ild

 lo
st a

ll o
f th

is fro
m

 h
is o

r h
er fu

tu
re. A

n
d
 so

 d
id

 y
o

u
. 

 3
. W

ith
 th

e d
eath

 o
f an

 o
n
ly

 c
h
ild

, y
o

u
 su

ffer m
a
n
y
 tin

y
 lo

sses th
at cau

se p
a
in

 o
n
ly

 a
n
o

th
er g

rie
v
in

g
 p

aren
t can

 co
m

p
re

h
e
n
d
. Y

o
u

 
h
a
v
e lo

st th
e jo

y
 o

f c
h
eck

in
g
 th

e cerea
l a

isle to
 see if C

o
co

a P
u
ffs are o

n
 sa

le. Y
o

u
 h

av
e lo

st th
e reaso

n
 to

 k
eep

 u
p
 w

ith
 th

e to
p
 ten

 
h
its o

n
 th

e p
o

p
 m

u
sic ch

arts. Y
o

u
 h

av
e lo

st th
e jo

y
 o

f carin
g
 w

h
at p

rize is in
 a b

o
x
 o

f C
rack

er Jack
. Y

o
u
 h

av
e lo

st th
e jo

y
 o

f g
et-

tin
g
 u

p
 early

 o
n
 a S

atu
rd

ay
 m

o
rn

in
g
 fo

r k
id

s so
ccer, b

ask
etb

a
ll, o

r b
o

w
lin

g
. Y

o
u
 h

av
e lo

st th
e reaso

n
 to

 h
o

p
e fo

r a D
ecem

b
er 

sn
o

w
. Y

o
u
 h

av
e lo

st th
e p

erso
n
 w

h
o

 th
o

u
g
h
t y

o
u
 m

ad
e th

e b
est co

co
a o

n
 a co

o
l D

ece
m

b
er ev

e
n
in

g
. F

o
r m

e, I lo
st a g

en
tle, k

in
d
, 

g
en

ero
u
s ch

ild
 w

h
o

 lo
v
ed

, w
atch

ed
 fo

r, an
d
 sh

ared
 b

eau
tifu

l su
n
sets. 

 T
h
e lo

ss o
f a

n
 o

n
ly

 c
h
ild

 is a d
ev

a
statin

g
 lo

ss. Y
o

u
r ch

ild
 h

as lo
st h

is o
r h

er life. A
n
d
 y

o
u
 h

a
v
e lo

st an
 im

p
o

rtan
t p

ie
ce o

f y
o

u
r 

o
w

n
 life, y

o
u
r p

aren
th

o
o

d
. T

h
e C

o
m

p
assio

n
ate F

rien
d

s ch
ap

ter n
ear y

o
u
 is th

ere to
 h

e
lp

 y
o

u
 ack

n
o

w
led

g
e an

d
 g

rie
v
e th

ese lo
sse

s 
b
y
 sh

arin
g
 y

o
u
r p

ain
 w

ith
 o

th
ers w

h
o

 h
a
v
e k

n
o

w
n
 th

e
ir o

w
n
 p

a
in

. 
 B

ill S
n
a
p
p
  

T
C

F
 A

tla
n
ta

 (T
u
cker) 

In
 M

em
o
ry o

f m
y so

n
, B

ill S
n
a
p
p
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In
 h

o
n
o

r o
f m

y
 b

a
b
y
 w

h
o

 d
ied

 
 I w

an
ted

 so
 m

u
c
h
 fo

r y
o

u
, m

y
 sw

eet little b
a
b
y
, 

I w
an

ted
 to

 ch
a
n
g
e y

o
u
r d

iap
ers, n

o
t m

y
 life. 

I w
an

ted
 to

 w
o
rk

 w
ith

 y
o

u
, n

o
t m

y
 g

rie
f. 

I w
an

ted
 to

 d
ress y

o
u
, n

o
t b

u
ry

 y
o

u
 in

 y
o

u
r la

st d
ress. 

I w
an

ted
 to

 h
ear th

e so
u
n
d
s o

f y
o

u
r cry

in
g
 fo

r m
e at 

n
ig

h
t, 

N
o
t m

y
 o

w
n
 so

u
n
d
s o

f cry
in

g
 fo

r y
o

u
 at n

ig
h
t. 

 I w
an

ted
 to

 see y
o

u
 g

ro
w

, n
o
t th

e g
rass u

p
o

n
 th

e g
rav

e, 
I w

an
ted

 to
 see y

o
u
 asleep

 in
 y

o
u
r n

u
rsery

, n
o

t in
 th

e ca
s-

k
et. 

    

I w
an

ted
 to

 g
iv

e y
o

u
 life, n

o
t h

av
e y

o
u
 see d

eath
, 

I w
an

ted
 to

 sh
o

w
 y

o
u
 o

ff, n
o

t g
o
 o

n
 a

lo
n
e w

ith
o

u
t y

o
u
. 

I w
an

ted
 to

 co
m

b
 y

o
u
r so

ft an
d
 silk

y
 h

a
ir, n

o
t sav

e
 a lo

ck
 

o
f it. 

 I w
an

ted
 to

 p
ick

 u
p
 after y

o
u
, n

o
t p

u
t d

o
w

n
 m

y
 d

re
a
m

s o
f 

y
o

u
 

I w
an

ted
 to

 h
o

ld
 y

o
u
 in

 m
y
 arm

s, n
o

t h
av

e e
m

p
ty

 arm
s, 

I w
an

ted
 to

 w
a
lk

 late w
ith

 y
o

u
 at n

ig
h
t, an

d
 n

o
w

 I fee
l so

 
a
lo

n
e
 

I w
an

ted
 so

 m
u
c
h
 fo

r y
o

u
, 

M
y
 n

ew
ly

 b
o

rn
, n

ew
ly

 g
o

n
e
—

b
a
b
y
 a

n
d
 c

h
ild

 th
at I 

lo
n
g
ed

 fo
r. 

I w
an

ted
 so

 m
u
c
h
 m

o
re—

I w
an

ted
 y

o
u
. 

 
 

 
 

M
a
ria

 L
a
F

o
n
d
 V

issch
e
r 

 

A
 S

te
p

p
a
re

n
t’s T

h
o
u

g
h

ts 
 I am

 a b
erea

v
ed

 step
p
aren

t –
 S

tep
fa

th
er to

 b
e exa

ct. R
o
b
in

 A
n
n
 C

ra
n
ey, m

y step
d
a
u
g
h
ter, w

a
s killed

 a
t th

e h
a
n
d
s o

f a
 d

ru
n
k d

river 
o

n
 Ju

n
e 8

, 2
0
0
1
. S

h
e w

as 1
7
 y

ears o
ld

. 
 I h

av
e a so

n
 n

a
m

ed
 G

reg
. H

is M
o

m
 re

m
arried

 so
 I saw

 h
im

 o
n
 w

eek
e
n
d
s, d

id
 th

e trip
s, an

d
 lo

n
g
 su

m
m

er v
isits as m

a
n
y
 d

iv
o

rced
 

p
aren

ts d
o
. I d

id
 n

o
t g

et th
e ch

a
n
ce to

 b
e a p

art o
f h

is life a
n
d
 se

e h
im

 e
v
ery

 d
a
y
. I g

o
t to

 h
ear ab

o
u
t h

is activ
ities a

n
d
 a

cco
m

p
lish

-
m

e
n
ts a

ll a
fter th

e fact. W
h
e
n
 y

o
u
 m

arry
 so

m
eo

n
e w

ith
 k

id
s, y

o
u
 g

et an
o
th

er ch
a
n
ce. 

 A
fter se

v
era

l m
o

n
th

s o
f d

atin
g
 m

y
 (n

o
w

) w
ife C

in
d

y
, I fin

a
lly

 m
et h

er k
id

s, C
h
ris an

d
 R

o
b
in

. R
o

b
in

 w
as a

lm
o

st 7
 y

ears o
ld

 at th
e 

tim
e. I rem

e
m

b
er th

at first m
eetin

g
 c

learly
 b

ecau
se

 sh
e w

asn
’t fee

lin
g
 so

 g
o
o

d
. S

h
e en

d
ed

 u
p
 g

ettin
g
 sick

 a
n
d
 h

ad
 to

 g
o

 h
o

m
e. 

W
h
at a first m

eetin
g
 th

at w
as! 

 A
fter th

at, I b
eca

m
e to

tally
 in

v
o

lv
ed

 in
 th

e liv
es a

n
d
 activ

ities o
f b

o
th

 o
f th

e ch
ild

re
n
. I rem

e
m

b
er o

n
e o

f th
o

se n
ig

h
ts w

e
ll! C

in
d

y
 

an
d
 I atten

d
ed

 p
aren

t-teach
er co

n
fere

n
ce

s fo
r b

o
th

 k
id

s, a C
u
b
 S

co
u
t P

ack
 M

eetin
g
 an

d
 a G

irl S
co

u
t B

ro
w

n
ie M

e
etin

g
...n

o
t b

ad
 fo

r 
a sin

g
le g

u
y
, w

h
o

 h
ad

 b
ee

n
 u

n
m

arried
 fo

r 1
3
 y

ears! 
 O

v
er th

e y
ears, I g

o
t to

 k
n
o

w
 R

o
b
in

’s lik
es, d

islik
e
s, an

d
 a

ll o
f h

er frie
n
d
s –

 a
n
d
 sh

e h
a
d
 a

 lo
t o

f frien
d
s! I a

tten
d
ed

 a
n
d
 p

a
rticip

a
t-

ed
 in

 a
ll o

f R
o

b
in

’s activ
ities, su

p
p
o

rtin
g
 h

er in
 h

er m
a
n
y
 e

n
d
e
a
v
o

rs –
 in

c
lu

d
in

g
 g

y
m

n
a
stics (h

er fa
v
o

rite). I w
as th

ere w
h
en

 sh
e 

h
ad

 m
ig

ra
in

e h
ead

a
c
h
es, ru

n
n
in

g
 h

er to
 th

e d
o

cto
r w

h
e
n
 h

er M
o
th

er co
u
ld

n
’t, en

co
u
rag

in
g
 h

er, su
p
p
o
rtin

g
 h

er –
 a

ll th
e th

in
g
s D

ad
s 

d
o

 fo
r th

e
ir k

id
s. I w

an
t to

 tell y
o

u
 in

 n
o

 u
n
certa

in
 term

s, b
e
in

g
 a step

p
aren

t is so
 m

u
c
h
 h

ard
er. Y

o
u
 g

et th
e resp

o
n
sib

ility
 a

n
d
, o

f-
ten

 tim
e
s it see

m
s, n

o
n
e o

f th
e resp

ect. “M
o

m
 sa

id
 I co

u
ld

 so
 I d

o
n
’t h

av
e to

 listen
 to

 y
o

u
” o

r “Y
o

u
 can

’t tell m
e w

h
at to

 d
o

, y
o

u
 

are n
o
t m

y
 d

ad
” an

d
 so

 fo
rth

. I to
lerated

 an
d
 d

ea
lt w

ith
 h

er e
m

o
tio

n
a
l o

u
tb

u
rsts w

h
en

 sh
e b

ec
a
m

e in
c
en

sed
 at an

y
th

in
g
 (so

m
etim

e
s 

it see
m

ed
 e

v
ery

th
in

g
) d

u
rin

g
 th

e teen
 y

ears. A
ll D

a
d
s k

n
o

w
 h

o
w

 try
in

g
 th

o
se tim

es ca
n
 b

e
! 

 N
o

w
 I am

 a b
erea

v
ed

 step
p
aren

t...th
e o

n
e in

 a k
in

d
 o

f “n
o

 m
a
n

’s la
n
d
.” I a

m
 n

o
t b

io
lo

g
ica

lly
 co

n
n
ected

 to
 R

o
b
in

; I so
m

etim
e
s fee

l 
lik

e a
n
 o

u
tsid

er aro
u
n
d
 p

eo
p
le w

h
o

 w
ere o

n
ce a fa

m
ily

 - M
o
th

er, F
ath

er, S
o

n
, an

d
 D

au
g
h
ter. M

an
y
 o

f o
u
r frie

n
d
s h

a
v
e w

o
rried

 
ab

o
u
t C

in
d

y
 a

n
d
 C

h
ris. T

h
e
y
 o

ften
 ask

 m
e “H

o
w

 is C
in

d
y
 d

o
in

g
?” o

r “Is C
h
ris O

K
?” A

lth
o

u
g
h
 I k

n
e
w

 an
d
 liv

ed
 w

ith
 R

o
b
in

 fo
r 1

0
 

y
ears, v

ery
 few

 ask
, “H

o
w

 are y
o

u
 d

o
in

g
?” I a

m
 o

n
ly

 th
e step

p
are

n
t. T

h
e id

ea th
at th

is trag
ed

y
 can

n
o

t b
e as d

ev
astatin

g
 to

 m
e as it 

is to
 R

o
b
in

’s “rea
l fa

m
ily

” is in
co

m
p
re

h
e
n
sib

le. 
 O

n
e d

e
fin

itio
n
 fo

r th
e w

o
rd

 fath
er is “fath

er fig
u
re: o

n
e o

ften
 o

f p
articu

lar p
o

w
er o

r in
flu

e
n
ce w

h
o

 serv
e
s as an

 e
m

o
tio

n
a
l su

b
sti-

tu
te fo

r a fath
er.” T

h
is is w

h
at I w

as fo
r R

o
b
in

. S
h
e lo

v
ed

 to
 p

u
sh

 m
y
 b

u
tto

n
s –

 b
u
t th

at w
as p

art o
f o

u
r relatio

n
sh

ip
 –

 as fru
stratin

g
 

as it co
u
ld

 b
e. R

o
b
in

 is th
e o

n
ly

 d
au

g
h
ter I w

ill e
v
e
r h

av
e. I w

as ev
ery

 b
it a fath

er to
 h

er. I lo
v
e h

er an
d
 I m

iss h
er. 

 W
e, th

e step
p
aren

ts o
f c

h
ild

ren
 w

h
o

 h
a
v
e d

ied
, g

riev
e fo

r o
u
r ch

ild
re

n
 to

o
. O

n
ly

 so
c
iety

 p
u
ts th

e “S
tep

” in
 th

e n
a
m

e. P
aren

t is still 
th

e b
ig

g
est p

art o
f w

h
o

 w
e are. W

e h
u
rt b

ecau
se th

e
y
 w

ere o
u
r ch

ild
re

n
 to

o
 - o

ften
 w

ith
o

u
t th

e su
p
p
o

rt an
d
 u

n
d
erstan

d
in

g
 th

at is 
d
e
m

o
n
strated

 to
w

ard
s th

e b
io

lo
g

ica
lly

 co
n
n
ected

 p
aren

ts. T
h
ese b

e
au

tifu
l c

h
ild

re
n
 w

ith
 w

h
o

m
 w

e d
e
v
e
lo

p
ed

 e
m

o
tio

n
a
l b

o
n
d

s are 
n
o

w
 g

o
n
e o

u
t o

f o
u
r liv

es; a
n
d
 w

e, to
o
, en

d
u
re th

e sa
m

e fee
lin

g
s o

f lo
ss a

n
d
 sad

n
ess. 

T
o
n
y C

in
o
cco

 
In

 m
em

o
ry o

f R
o
b
in

 A
n
n
 C

ra
n
ey 

T
C

F
, D

en
ver, C

O
 

I W
a
n

te
d

 S
o
 M

u
c
h

 fo
r Y

o
u

 



T
C
F
 
S
i
o
u
x
 
F
a
l
l
s
 
C
h
a
p
t
e
r
 
P
a
g
e
 
8
 

O
u

r C
h

ild
ren

 R
em

e
m

b
ered

—
A

p
ril 

          C
h

ild
’s N

a
m

e 
 

 
D

a
te o

f 
B

irth
 

D
a
te o

f  D
ea

th
 

 
 

P
a

ren
ts  

Jill K
ath

leen
 Jo

rg
en

sen
 

 
 

3
-A

p
r 

 
6
-M

a
y
 

 
 

M
ilt &

 E
u
n
ice Jo

rg
en

sen
 

S
co

tt P
eter N

elso
n

 
 

 
 

5
-A

p
r 

 
9
-S

ep
 

 
 

B
ren

d
a P

arisien
 

Jan
alyn

 N
ev

a E
rick

so
n
  

 
 

5
-A

p
r 

 
1
0
-A

u
g

 
 

 
N

ev
a M

. &
 T

h
e L

a
te C

laren
ce E

rick
so

n
 

E
rin

 M
arie G

eary
 

 
 

 
6
-A

p
r 

 
2
1
-Jan

 
 

 
Jo

h
n
 &

 Ju
an

ita O
'G

o
rm

an
 

T
atu

m
 M

arie L
o
ck

w
o
o
d

 
 

 
6
-A

p
r 

 
2
8
-O

ct 
 

 
W

en
d

y
 L

ieb
erg

 &
 D

a
v
id

 L
o
ck

w
o
o
d

 

Ju
lian

 P
h
ilip

 F
reitag

 
 

 
 

6
-A

p
r 

 
9
-Ju

n
 

 
 

G
in

n
y
 F

reitag
 

E
ric L

ee D
eN

o
o
y

 
 

 
 

7
-A

p
r 

 
9
-M

ar 
 

 
C

arro
ll &

 D
eb

 D
eN

o
o
y

 

T
o
b

y
 C

o
lw

es   
 

 
 

7
-A

p
r 

 
2
5
-S

ep
 

 
 

S
arah

 C
o
lw

es 

A
lex

an
d
er B

ren
t S

ch
u

m
ach

er 
 

 
7
-A

p
r 

 
4
-O

ct 
 

 
B

ren
t an

d
 D

en
ise S

ch
u
m

ach
er 

A
n
th

o
n

y
 Ju

d
e B

o
ek

h
o
ff  

 
 

8
-A

p
r 

 
8
-A

p
r 

 
 

V
ern

o
n
 &

 R
o
se M

arie B
o
ek

h
o
ff 

Jaso
n

 Jo
n

 S
m

ith
 

 
 

 
8
-A

p
r 

 
2
8
-N

o
v
 

 
 

A
lg

er &
 M

arily
n

 S
m

ith
 

Z
ach

ary
 W

u
llstein

 
 

 
 

8
-A

p
r 

 
8
-A

p
r 

 
 

R
o
n
 &

 M
ach

elle W
u
llstein

 

Jo
n
 A

n
d
rew

 P
lu

ck
er 

 
 

 
9
-A

p
r 

 
3
-Ju

l 
 

 
R

o
n
 &

 M
ary P

lu
ck

er 

V
ern

o
n
 Jo

h
n
 B

o
ek

h
o
ff 

 
 

1
1

-A
p
r 

 
2
3
-A

p
r 

 
 

V
ern

o
n
 &

 R
o
se M

arie B
o
ek

h
o
ff 

R
eilly

 A
llen

 M
cC

o
y

 
 

 
 

1
2

-A
p
r 

 
8
-M

ar 
 

 
M

ik
e M

cC
o
y
 &

 K
im

 M
elin

 

G
reg

 G
en

g
ler 

 
 

 
1
7

-A
p
r 

 
2
1
-Ju

n
 

 
 

Jim
 &

 R
ita G

en
g
ler 

L
y
n
 C

h
ristian

so
n
 S

m
art 

 
 

1
7

-A
p
r 

 
2
4
-Ju

n
 

 
 

L
in

d
y
 &

 R
o
n
 S

m
art 

T
an

n
er B

eck
er 

 
 

 
1
8

-A
p
r 

 
1
0
-S

ep
 

 
 

M
ark

 &
 Ju

lie B
eck

er 

Jo
sie T

h
o
m

p
so

n
 

 
 

 
1
8

-A
p
r 

 
2
6
-N

o
v

 
 

 
Jeri L

y
n
n
 (T

h
o
m

p
so

n
) H

o
w

e &
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
C

h
ris T

h
o
m

p
so

n
 

M
ad

d
o
x
 A

lan
 C

h
u
rch

ill 
 

 
1
8

-A
p
r 

 
2
-M

ar 
 

 
Jerem

y
 &

 M
elissa C

h
u
rch

ill 

K
aren

 M
ary A

n
n
 B

o
ek

h
o
ff 

 
 

2
2

-A
p
r 

 
1
2
-M

a
y
 

 
 

V
ern

o
n
 &

 R
o
se M

arie B
o
ek

h
o
ff 

R
o
g
u
e D

an
 S

to
ry

 
 

 
 

2
3

-A
p
r 

 
2
4
-A

p
r 

 
 

Jaso
n
 an

d
 S

arah
 S

to
ry

 

Jack
so

n
 Jan

 H
u
llin

g
er  

 
 

2
4

-A
p
r 

 
1
-A

u
g

 
 

 
M

o
rg

an
 &

 G
retch

en
 H

u
llin

g
er 

L
an

ce B
u
sem

an
  

 
 

 
2
4

-A
p
r 

 
2
3
-Ju

l 
 

 
M

arty an
d
 Jo

y
ce B

u
sem

an
 

R
yan

 P
o
ss  

 
 

 
2
8

-A
p
r 

 
2
7
-D

ec 
 

 
Jim

 &
 D

arla P
o
ss 

P
am

ela E
h
d

e L
ais 

 
 

 
3
0

-A
p
r 

 
1
7
-O

ct 
 

 
C

aro
l &

  A
rt E

h
d
e
 

R
en

e' Jean
 B

eck
er 

 
 

 
1
7

-M
ar 

 
1
-A

p
r 

 
 

T
erry

 (d
eceased

) &
 C

o
llette G

esin
g

er 

B
rielle C

iara G
o
n

zalez
 

 
 

4
-N

o
v
 

 
2
-A

p
r 

 
 

W
elter an

d
 C

rystal G
o
n

zalez
 

M
atth

ew
 F

o
rtin

 
 

 
 

2
5

-Ju
n
 

 
4
-A

p
r 

 
 

M
ary F

o
rtin

 

C
u
rtis D

arek
 D

aw
so

n
  

 
 

3
-O

ct 
 

5
-A

p
r 

 
 

T
erry

 D
aw

so
n
 &

 Ju
d

y
 S

tro
u
g
h

 

C
o
le D

eard
u

ff 
 

 
 

1
7

-F
eb

 
 

6
-A

p
r 

 
 

Ju
d

y &
 R

o
g

er D
eard

u
ff 

T
a
ra B

u
llerm

an
 

 
 

 
1
4

-O
ct 

 
6
-A

p
r 

 
 

T
o
m

 &
 T

rish
 B

u
llerm

an
 

S
am

an
th

a D
aw

n
 L

arso
n

 
 

 
1
6

-S
ep

 
 

7
-A

p
r 

 
 

M
arcy &

 D
ale L

a
rso

n
 

R
yan

 Jam
es T

ra
v
is 

 
 

 
2
-A

u
g
 

 
8
-A

p
r 

 
 

Ju
d

y &
 D

ick
 T

ra
v
is 

Jam
ie B

o
etel 

 
 

 
2
0

-F
eb

 
 

9
-A

p
r 

 
 

S
h
ari &

 G
a
ry

 B
o
etel 

Jessica D
eL

a
T

o
rre

 
 

 
 

1
8
-N

o
v
 

 
9
-A

p
r 

 
 

D
aw

n
 S

em
m

ler 

B
rad

ley
 Jo

e O
d

en
s 

 
 

 
1
2

-F
eb

 
 

9
-A

p
r 

 
 

R
ich

ard
 an

d
 C

aro
ly

n
 O

d
en

s 

Jen
n

y L
ee S

u
n
d
erm

an
n
  

 
 

8
-D

ec 
 

1
5
-A

p
r 

 
 

L
isa &

 T
ed

d
 S

u
n
d

erm
an

n
 

T
o
m

 R
o
seb

ro
ck

   
 

 
 

4
-Ju

l 
 

1
5
-A

p
r 

 
 

N
o
rm

a R
o
b
in

so
n

 

A
m

an
d
a M

arie B
o
ll 

 
 

 
1
8

-O
ct 

 
1
5
-A

p
r 

 
 

A
llen

 &
 T

racey
 B

o
ll 

N
o
rw

y
n
 Y

k
em

a
 

 
 

 
1
4

-F
eb

 
 

2
1
-A

p
r 

 
 

E
v
ely

n
 &

 N
o
rm

an
 Y

k
em

a
 

C
asey S

tev
en

 B
rau

n
 

 
 

 
1
6

-S
ep

 
 

2
1
-A

p
r 

 
 

L
au

rie J B
rau

n
 

G
retch

en
 M

ae M
u
eller 

 
 

2
4

-M
a
y
 

 
2
2
-A

p
r 

 
 

B
ill &

 M
ary

 B
eth

 M
u

eller 

L
y
le L

ee P
a
v
lis  

 
 

 
2
9

-A
u
g
 

 
2
4
-A

p
r 

 
 

H
aro

ld
 &

 Io
n
a P

av
lis 

T
ro

y
 M

atth
ew

 Q
u
ail 

 
 

 
2
2

-Jan
 

 
2
5
-A

p
r 

 
 

O
rd

ell &
 S

h
irley

 Q
u
ail 

S
h
an

e P
ew

  
 

 
 

1
2

-F
eb

 
 

2
6
-A

p
r 

 
 

Jeff P
ew

 (d
eceased

) &
 S

u
san

 P
ew

 

C
o
u
rtn

ey
 R

ae R
o
th

sch
ad

l 
 

 
6
-N

o
v
 

 
2
8
-A

p
r 

 
 

C
raig

 R
o
th

sch
ad

l 

Jaco
b
 T

h
o
m

as C
assu

tt  
 

 
2
2

-A
u
g
 

 
2
9
-A

p
r 

 
 

T
o
m

 &
 D

eb
 C

assu
tt 


