
September 2014 

Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each 

month at 7:15 with the exception of December. 

 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 

3801 E. 26th Street 

Sioux Falls, SD 

There is no religious affiliation. 

 

www.compassionatefriendsofsiouxfalls.org 

 

The Compassionate Friends is a support group 

for those who have experienced the death of a 

child at any age, for any reason. 

Upcoming meeting: September 2, 2014 
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n
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u
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m
a
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c
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S
h
a
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e
m

o
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S
p
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a
n
k
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W

E
S

T
M
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S

T
E

R
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R
E

S
B

Y
T

E
R
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N

 C
H

U
R

C
H

—
h
o

stin
g
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u
r m

o
n
th

ly
 m

eetin
g

s 

 
M

IL
L

E
R

 F
U

N
E

R
A

L
 H

O
E

—
p
ro

v
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in
g
 co

o
k
ies fo

r o
u
r m

e
etin

g
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A

V
E

R
A

  M
C

K
E

N
N

A
N

 H
O

S
P

IT
A

L
 A

N
D

 U
N

IV
E

R
S

IT
Y

 H
E

A
L

T
H

 C
E

N
T

E
R

—
d
o

n
atin

g
 th

e p
rin

tin
g
 o

f o
u
r n

ew
sletters 

 

W
h
o

 w
o

u
ld

 ev
er h

a
v
e su

sp
ected

 

T
h
at g

rie
f h

ad
 th

is m
a
n
y
 la

y
ers 

L
ik

e a N
eap

o
lita

n
 cak

e g
o

n
e aw

ry
 

T
h
e sa

lt sh
ak

er b
ro

k
e o

p
en

 in
to

 th
e b

atter 

T
h
e (o

p
tio

n
a
l) sa

lt o
v
erto

o
k
 th

e sw
eet... 

N
o

 o
n
e, b

u
t n

o
 o

n
e w

an
ts to

 taste th
at.  

 W
h
o

 w
o

u
ld

 h
a
v
e th

o
u
g
h
t 

W
e w

o
u

ld
 b

e th
e o

n
es le

ft, first o
ff 

S
eco

n
d
, th

at w
e w

o
u
ld

 h
a
v
e to

 fo
rg

iv
e a ch

ild
 

N
o

 m
atter h

o
w

 th
e
y
 e

x
ited

 (e
v
e
n
 h

ard
er) 

 Y
o

u
 h

eard
 m

e
 

F
o

rg
iv

e y
o

u
r ch

ild
 fo

r lea
v
in

g
 y

o
u
?
 

W
h
at a farce

? W
h
at fo

lly
! 

W
h
o

 co
u
ld

 im
ag

in
e su

c
h
 n

o
n
se

n
se

! 

(T
h
at’s w

h
at w

e th
o

u
g
h
t b

e
fo

re IT
... 

T
h
at d

ark
 sh

ad
o

w
 ca

lled
 d

eath
 v

isited
 u

s!) 

 T
h
ere’s n

o
 fro

stin
g
 o

n
 th

is p
iece o

f cak
e. 

 W
e e

v
e
n
 h

a
v
e to

 fo
rg

iv
e o

u
rse

lv
e
s 

F
o

r n
o
t n

o
tic

in
g
 th

at 

F
o

rg
iv

e
n
ess 

Is y
et an

o
th

er o
n
e o

f th
o

se 

S
a
lty

, N
eap

o
lita

n
 la

y
ers 
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S
w

eet little b
o
y
, I lo

v
ed

 y
o
u
 so

 

I'v
e n

e
v
er felt so

 all alo
n
e 

E
v
ery

 d
a
y
 w

o
rse th

an
 th

e last 

A
ll I w

an
t is w

h
at is p

ast 

E
v
ery

 b
reath

 I tak
e is p

ain
 

N
o
 m

o
re su

n
sh

in
e, en

d
less rain

 

M
y
 life w

ith
o
u
t y

o
u
 isn

't w
h
o
le

 

I n
eed

 y
o
u
 h

ere, w
h

y
 d

id
 y

o
u
 g

o
?
 

I search
 b

u
t can

n
o
t fin

d
 y

o
u
r face

 

P
lease h

elp
 m

e G
o
d
, I n

eed
 y

o
u
r g

race
 

A
 little b

o
y
 w

ith
o
u
t h

is m
o
m

 

It can
't b

e rig
h
t, it feels so

 w
ro

n
g

 

A
ll m

y
 p

ra
y
ers, th

e tears I cry
 

A
n
d
 still G

o
d
 d

o
esn

't tell m
e w

h
y
 

If d
y
in

g
 m

ean
s to

 b
e w

ith
 y

o
u

 

I'm
 b

e
g
g
in

g
 L

o
rd

, p
lease tak

e m
e to

o
 

N
o
 o

n
e u

n
d
erstan

d
s m

y
 p

ain
 

T
h
ey

 tell m
e w

e w
ill m

eet ag
ain

 

G
iv

e h
er tim

e, so
m

ed
ay

 sh
e
'll see

 

T
h
at so

m
eh

o
w

 th
is w

as m
ean

t to
 b

e 

O
h
 C

h
ristian

, p
lease co

m
e b

ack
 to

 m
e... 

  
 

 
D

o
n
n
a
 H

etla
n
d

 

 
 

 
T

C
F

 S
io

u
x F

a
lls 

 

 

I h
a
v
e g

iv
en

 a n
am

e to
 m

y
 p

ain
—

 

it's called
 "L

o
n

g
in

g
." 

I lo
n

g
 fo

r w
h
at w

as, 

an
d
 w

h
at m

ig
h
t h

av
e b

een
 

I lo
n

g
 fo

r h
is to

u
ch

 an
d
 sm

ell o
f sw

eat; 

I lo
n

g
 to

 h
o
ld

 h
im

 o
n
e m

o
re tim

e. 

I lo
n

g
 to

 lo
o
k
 o

n
 h

is b
eau

tifu
l face 

an
d
 im

p
ress it u

p
o
n
 m

y
 m

em
o
ries an

d
 h

eart. 

I lo
n

g
 to

 retu
rn

 to
 th

e d
ay

 b
efo

re
 

an
d
 p

ro
tect h

im
 fro

m
 h

is d
eath

. 

I  lo
n

g
 to

 tak
e h

is p
lace, 

so
 h

e m
ay

 liv
e an

d
 h

av
e so

n
s to

o
. 

I lo
n

g
 fo

r tim
e to

 p
ass m

u
ch

 faster, 

so
 m

y
 lo

n
g
in

g
 an

d
 p

ain
 w

ill lessen
. 

W
ill th

ey
?
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e W

illia
m
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u
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R
e
o
p

e
n

in
g
 o

f S
c
h

o
o
l a

n
d

 N
o
 C

h
ild

! 

S
u

m
m

er en
d

s, an
d
 acro

ss o
u
r n

atio
n
, fro

m
 th

e m
id

d
le o

f A
u
g
u
st to

 th
e w

eek
 a

fter L
ab

o
r D

ay
, sc

h
o

o
ls o

p
en

 fo
r an

o
th

er y
ear. F

o
r 

th
o

se p
aren

ts su
rv

iv
in

g
 a ch

ild
 o

f sc
h
o

o
l ag

e, b
e th

at fro
m

 n
u
rsery

 sc
h
o

o
l to

 co
lleg

e o
r u

n
iv

ersity
, th

is can
 b

e as try
in

g
 a tim

e as th
e 

h
o

lid
a
y
s. 

 S
ch

o
o

l b
u

se
s trav

e
l ag

a
in

 th
e b

u
sy

 h
ig

h
w

a
y
s o

f o
u
r citie

s an
d
 th

e q
u

iet la
n
e
s o

f o
u
r co

u
n
try

sid
e. A

n
x
io

u
s p

are
n
ts stan

d
 w

ith
 ch

il-
d
ren

 a
b
o

u
t to

 m
ak

e th
e first rid

e to
 sch

o
o

l. G
ag

g
le

s o
f y

o
u
n
g

sters p
la

y
 at co

u
n
tless sto

p
s acro

ss o
u
r lan

d
. A

m
erica

’s m
o

st p
rec

io
u
s 

an
d
 co

stly
 activ

ity
 is re

n
ew

ed
. T

h
e c

h
ild

re
n
 are o

ff to
 sch

o
o

l. 
 I rem

e
m

b
er w

e
ll th

e sile
n
ce

s o
f th

e S
ep

tem
b
er m

o
rn

in
g
s o

f th
o

se first y
ears. T

h
e b

u
s n

o
 lo

n
g
er sto

p
p
ed

 at o
u
r h

o
m

e. It sim
p

ly
 

d
ro

v
e casu

a
lly

 b
y
, th

e p
eo

p
le w

ith
in

 n
e
v
er rea

liz
in

g
 it o

n
ce carried

 th
e fo

cu
s o

f m
y
 lo

v
e, th

e rep
o

sito
ry

 o
f m

y
 d

rea
m

s. T
h
e d

ro
n
e o

f 
its w

h
ee

ls m
ark

ed
 a

n
ew

 th
e m

in
d

-n
u

m
b
in

g
 d

u
lln

ess o
f m

y
 frag

m
e
n
ted

 sen
ses a

s it m
o

v
ed

 its w
a
y
 d

o
w

n
 th

e tree lin
ed

 la
n
e o

n
ce 

a
liv

e w
ith

 m
y
 so

n
’s co

m
in

g
s a

n
d
 g

o
in

g
s. 

 It w
as alw

a
y
s p

o
ssib

le to
 av

o
id

 “b
a
ck

 to
 sch

o
o

l” sa
le

s. S
ee

in
g
 y

o
u
n
g
 p

eo
p

le a
n
d
 th

e
ir w

eary
 p

are
n
ts g

ath
er sch

o
o

l su
p
p

lies a
n
d
 

c
lo

th
in

g
 w

as ju
st to

o
 m

u
c
h
 in

 th
o

se earliest y
ears. S

o
m

e
h
o

w
, th

e p
erfect n

o
teb

o
o

k
, th

e b
rillia

n
t sw

eater, th
e o

d
d

-sh
ap

ed
 erasers 

w
ere sim

p
ly

 u
n
e
n
d
u
ra

b
le. T

h
e strea

m
 o

f v
e
h
ic

les h
ead

in
g
 fo

r C
ap

e C
o

d
 fo

r th
at fin

a
l L

a
b
o

r D
ay

 w
eek

en
d
, th

e last fa
m

ily
 o

u
tin

g
 to

 
en

d
 th

e su
m

m
er, w

as an
o

th
er scen

e to
 av

o
id

. It w
as a ritu

a
l fro

m
 w

h
ic

h
 w

e see
m

ed
 ex

c
lu

d
ed

. C
o

u
ld

 w
e still b

e a fa
m

ily
 w

ith
o

u
t 

h
im

?
 

 T
h
o

se y
ears are g

o
n
e n

o
w

. H
av

in
g
 retu

rn
ed

 to
 ed

u
catio

n
, I n

o
w

 h
av

e “b
ack

 to
 sch

o
o

l” b
u

y
in

g
 to

 d
o

 m
y
se

lf. I see th
e b

u
ses arriv

e to
 

u
n
lo

ad
 th

e
ir treasu

red
 p

asse
n
g
ers, n

o
 lo

n
g

er fee
lin

g
 th

e e
m

p
tin

e
ss o

f a b
u

s th
at d

riv
es o

n
, b

arren
 o

f h
o

p
es an

d
 d

rea
m

s. B
u
t I d

o
 an

d
 

w
ill fo

re
v
er re

m
e
m

b
er th

e p
a
in

 o
f th

o
se u

n
h
ap

p
y
 y

ears an
d
 so

m
etim

e
s I reflect o

n
 th

e m
a
n
y
 p

are
n
ts w

h
o

 n
o

w
 fee

l as I d
id

. 
 If y

o
u
 are su

ch
 a p

are
n
t, if y

o
u
 m

o
u
rn

 a ch
ild

 w
h
o

 lea
v
e
s a sc

h
o

o
l d

esk
 so

m
ew

h
ere u

n
filled

, I p
ro

m
ise th

at y
o

u
 are n

o
t alo

n
e in

 th
at 

p
a
in

. B
u
t ev

en
 th

o
u
g
h
 y

o
u
 are n

o
t alo

n
e, y

o
u
 k

n
o

w
 th

at y
o

u
 are fo

rev
er m

ark
ed

, th
at th

e d
eath

 o
f y

o
u
r ch

ild
 o

r ch
ild

re
n
 h

as a
ltered

 
y
o

u
 in

 so
m

e b
a
sic m

a
n
n
er. 

 P
erh

ap
s tim

e an
d
 m

u
c
h
 g

rie
f w

o
rk

 rem
a
in

 b
e
fo

re y
o

u
r sp

irit can
 y

ie
ld

 u
p
 th

e ag
o

n
y
 a

n
d
 p

erm
it a n

ew
 se

lf to
 em

erg
e. T

h
at tim

e a
n
d

 
w

o
rk

 w
as n

ece
ssary

 fo
r m

e, as it actu
ally

 is fo
r a

ll o
f u

s. F
o

r m
e, g

rie
f reso

lu
tio

n
 fin

a
lly

 reca
lled

 m
e to

 m
y
 o

rig
in

a
l w

o
rk

. I teach
. I 

n
o

 lo
n
g

er ad
m

in
ister o

r d
irect. T

h
e n

eed
 fo

r th
at fled

 b
e
fo

re b
erea

v
e
m

e
n
t’s a

ssau
lt. 

 I teach
 m

ath
, sc

ie
n
ce, an

d
 so

c
ia

l stu
d

ie
s to

 six
th

 g
rad

e ch
ild

re
n
, ag

es 1
1
 to

 1
2
 o

v
er th

e co
u
rse o

f a y
e
ar. In

 w
o

n
d
ro

u
s w

ay
s th

e
y
 

h
a
v
e resto

red
 lo

v
e to

 m
y
 liv

in
g
. T

h
ere is n

o
th

in
g
 o

f a
n
 in

te
llectu

a
l c

h
aracter w

ith
 e

n
o

u
g
h
 v

a
lu

e to
 eq

u
a
l th

at, so
 I h

av
e g

iv
e
n
 th

e
m

 
th

e lo
v
e an

d
 carin

g
 th

at w
as m

in
e, ev

o
k
ed

 b
y
 a

n
d
 fo

r O
lin

. T
h
u
s d

o
 O

lin
’s g

ifts liv
e o

n
, ca

lled
 fo

rth
 an

d
 g

iv
e
n
 n

ew
 lift 

th
ro

u
g
h
 th

e in
n
o

cen
t an

d
 se

lfle
ss lo

v
e o

f sc
h
o

o
lc

h
ild

re
n
. 

 A
ll w

h
o

 w
alk

 th
is ro

ad
 rea

lize th
is is n

o
t su

b
stitu

tio
n
. S

u
ch

 is n
o

t p
o

ssib
le. B

u
t it d

o
es refle

ct q
u
alitie

s o
f su

cce
ssfu

l re
in

v
estm

e
n
t, 

so
m

eth
in

g
 eac

h
 o

f u
s so

rely
 n

eed
s. 

 T
o

d
ay

 as sc
h
o

o
ls p

rep
are fo

r an
o
th

er y
ear, I lo

o
k
 fo

rw
ard

 to
 a n

ew
 g

ro
u
p
 o

f ch
ild

re
n
. B

u
t cau

tio
n
s arise w

ith
in

 as w
e
ll, th

e leg
a
c
y
 

o
f th

at tim
e o

v
er 1

2
 y

ears ag
o

, w
h
en

 th
e w

o
rld

 ca
m

e to
 a su

d
d
en

 h
a
lt, w

h
e
n
 th

e lau
g

h
ter o

f lifetim
e
s ceased

, w
h
e
n
 d

rea
m

s e
v
ap

o
-

rated
 w

ith
 a m

o
rn

in
g
 m

ist. 
 F

o
r th

o
se o

f u
s w

h
o

 d
are liv

e a
n
d
 lo

v
e ag

a
in

, fo
r th

o
se fo

rtu
n
ate en

o
u
g
h
 to

 h
av

e fo
u
n
d
 a re

in
v
estm

e
n
t en

co
u
rag

in
g
 th

e sa
m

e, th
ere 

is a
lw

a
y
s risk

. A
fter a

ll, trag
ed

y
 ca

n
 strik

e ag
a
in

. O
u
r p

resen
t o

r p
ast p

ain
 g

ra
n
ts n

o
 im

m
u

n
ity

. S
tu

d
en

ts, th
e ch

ild
re

n
 w

ith
in

 th
e 

sc
h
o

o
l, in

v
ited

 m
e, a

lb
e
it u

n
k

n
o

w
in

g
ly

, to
 tak

e th
at risk

 ag
a
in

, a
lth

o
u
g
h
 certa

in
ly

 n
o

t at th
e ric

h
 a

n
d
 d

eep
 le

v
e
l o

f fath
er an

d
 so

n
. 

N
ev

erth
e
le

ss, it fe
e
ls rig

h
t, an

d
 th

o
u
g
h
 I w

ill n
e
v
er ag

a
in

 k
n
o

w
 th

e d
ep

th
 o

f lo
v
e w

h
ic

h
 b

e
lo

n
g
ed

 to
 O

lin
 a

n
d
 m

e, I w
e
lco

m
e th

e 
ch

a
n
ce to

 liv
e o

n
ce m

o
re o

n
 its m

arg
in

s. 
 S

o
 sch

o
o

ls, w
h
ic

h
 w

ere o
n
ce ju

st an
o
th

er m
a
n
ife

statio
n
 o

f h
u
rt, h

av
e h

e
lp

ed
 m

e to
 resto

re p
u
rp

o
se an

d
 b

a
la

n
ce to

 d
aily

 liv
in

g
. 

T
h
ere is su

re
ly

 su
c
h
 a re

in
v
e
stm

e
n
t aw

a
itin

g
 a

ll o
f u

s, b
u
t w

e m
u
st seek

 th
e circu

m
sta

n
ce

s an
d
 create th

e o
p
p
o
rtu

n
ities fo

r it to
 

o
ccu

r. I p
ray

 th
at all o

f u
s w

h
o

 h
av

e n
o

t y
et h

ad
 su

ch
 g

o
o

d
 fo

rtu
n
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